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MEMORAXDUM FOR: The Inspector General

VIA : Decuty Director'fbr Operutions

SUBJECT ! Questionable Activities

v

1. In 1960 the writer developad 2rd - recruited Jose Raul lartinez
Nunez (201-281382), a Cuban naticnal and a ranking Cubana Airline pilot.

advise th=t he was the likely choice ‘o pilot a chartered Cubana Airline
flicht from ‘Havana, OQuba to Prasiue to nick up Raul Castro Puz and his
official party. On 20 July Mr. Martine~ renorted that the flight to Prarue
was scheculed for 21 July and that he weuld defiritely nilot the aircrift,
Headquarters and annronriate field stitions alons the f1li~ht route were
advised of the fli-ht schedule; rejuirements were requestied, '

2, Mr. Martinez re-uested an emerger. s merting on 18 July 1960 to

3. On the morning of 21 July Headquarters sant a TOP SECAET RYBAT
OPEZRATICHAL DMSEDIATE eable (DIRTCYOR 40923 OUT 98941, 21 July 1860) to -
the Havana stotion A'vising th:t "possible removal of top three leaders
is receivinec serious consideration at Eeadouarters!" and rejquested the
Station at i%s opti‘n to contaect Mr, Furtinez »nd determine his willin-ness
to cooperate in arranzing an accident during the raturn trinp from Pracue, C oy
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The cuble said that Head wuar-ers would be willing o offer a psyvment after -
successful complation of ﬁl0,000.0C Or 2 reascnadle ~mount in excess of that,

AAVddIT Qo4

e Mr; CCS Havana, instructes the writer to meet with lir,
Fartinez and make known our’ interests. Tne writer contacted v, Martinez
and arranged an cmargency meeting which tock place in Mr. Martinez' personal
vehicle vhile driving to the airrort, Mre, Martinez ‘aid he vouls take a
calculated risk but limite! the possibilities which could pass a4s =2n scecident,
at one point Mr. Martinez aske. for assurance that in event of his death
the U.S. Government would ses that his to sons were siven a Colleze educaticn.
This a=surance was Ziven orally. On returning to the 3tatirn the writer =
W~8 advised that an OPL{ cable (DIZECTOR 40965 OUT 99096, 21 July 1960) had
becn received at the Station directin: the Staticn to disrsgard the earlier
instructions., e : ’

¥
5. Mr, M rtinez was debriefed by the writer sfter his return from
Prague, He rezorted th:t he had no orvortunity to arrange an aceident such
as we hard discussed rvior to his departure. I do not recall telling Vi,
Fartinez th:t the origin=1 instructions hnd been chanze” and I am incline
to believe I made no reference *o the new instructicns waich h=d heen receives’
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after Mr. lartinez' departure from Havana.

6. Mr, Martinez defectcd in early Dece.ber 1960. I saw him once
in early 1961 in !imi, Florida where he had takon up residence. I do
"not know if any other Sta'ion officers we-e knowledze2ble of this incident
although it is probable tazt Mr. Arthur Avignon, DCOS (now retired and
.. living in the Washington area) may have read the pertinent cables, .
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CWilliem J. fTurray /0
C/LiA/Narcotics

' Rttached:

(1) DIRECTOR 40923, 21 July 1960 TOP SRCART
(2) DIRECTOR 40965, 21 Julv 1960 T/P SACAST ¥

(3) HAVA 5396 (I¥ 28071), 22 July 1960 SEC.G
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