e’
“

[2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992

LY

s f“‘" T
w0 Zeyyz|
‘.-i-'zﬁ:é: ;
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¥ YOR: Deputy Director for Plans

HASFERRER Promecution, Miami, Fleri.da

gffice of General Counsmel Hemorandam 67-0181
dated & February 1887

X, This W ig for your ianformation.

- 2. Ia respouse to paragraph 2 of reference, WH
Division has mede & review of our Miami Station and
Headquarters files to determine those persons listed in
paragraph 4 and pll persons listed in the FBI report
attached to reference with vhom there has been any
Agency asguciation,

3. Of the persons listed in paragrzph ¢ of reference
the following have had soae association with the Agency:

].
b.
c.

David Cabeza
Father Diago Hadrigal
Julie Ceasr Rormilla

4. Listed below are the persons cited irn the FBI
report sttached to refeorence who have been sssociated with

- the Agency.

Of these, only two, Jesus Rodriguez and Ayturo

iayang-dlvarez are currently employed. Kone of the remainder
bhave any curremt relationship. NMembers of the 2806 Brigade
are shown &s such in perantheses after their namos:

Re

Rolando Mesferrer Rojas (Informant

Havana Station-1848)

b. Boinaldo Bogelio Rodrigues Perez
(menber of 2508 )
' ¢. Jose Hamuel ¥roies, Jr. (member of
25068 Brigade)
4. Ramiro w:ﬂ(a Infente (member of
2506 m}
e. Adolfo Bartoloms Jimonex Aquilea
£. Eric Arias (member of 20508 Btlgséa)
€. Alfredo Ruiz
h. Rafael Torres (member of 2508 Brigade)
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i. Pable Horejon—riguewoa (nenter of
2306 Brigade)
J. Arturo Mayass-Alvarez
k. Manuel Juse lLeon-Fermandez (meaber
‘of 2508 Brigade)
1, Francisco Varona ?hrona~80to
u. Jesus Rodrigues .
luis Alberto Olivers (wember of
asm nrmwe) -
_ ‘8. - Carlos luis Sote Borges (nsuber
of 2508 aum)

s. It 18 helfeved that the trial of Magferrer or
sny of his colleagues could demage Agency intereats is
ehe or all of the followimg mwectors:

&. Unfavorsble publicity concerning
Agency operations sgainst the Cuban target,
notably maritime infiltration operations
based in southera Florida.

b. The empasure of curreat Agnacy
(primerily JUWAVE) asgents, operatiocaal
facilities, covaers aad operations, motably
those in the aazttlae infiltration field.

c. The creatxan of a ¢limate which

in the long run could lead to continuing
dasage t:éfspasy,tsterests and whick would
render the execution of operations against

- Cub& end certaim other targets, especially
the Caribbesn countriez, more difficult and
more costly (by virtue of the mecessity of
cresting new or more complex cover mechanisms).

€. The sppearance of certain individuals at the trial
could lead to the revelation of imformation concerning a wide
variety of operational matters—using the term “operstional"
in ite broadest senge, Of the personnel listed in the 0GC
wemorandum of 2 February 1987 (0GC 67-0181) David Cabesza
was ezployed by the y in sgeat status. Cabeza wvas &
key figure in the AMPE opération, at one time an important
JURAVE operation. Cabezma's brother is currently employed by
JEVAVE; for some time it has beem plsmned to termingte bhin-
~at an apprapriate time. Cabexe is in 2 position of being
eble to reveal comsiderable informatisn concerning certain
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operatiml techniques &nd facilities employed hy JUWAVE
in the past, 22 vell a3 the identity of & aumber of former
agents of the JHWAVE Station. Although, by extrapelatien
and by ewmbroiderimg on information and rumors cireculating
in the Cuban exile community Cabeza probably ceuld present
a picture of JHRAVE activity whick might sppear exciting
to thke layman, it geems unlikely that hé has sccess to any
significant amount of information concerming sensitive
current sctivities. P¥hile to the knovledgeable person,

- within the Agency ar within the federal commmity in Miami,
‘Cabeza's information is likely to be unimpressive, there

seezg to ho little doubt that he could-—as ho has dome on

'.umherotmwdmwtcgttGmthmt

a picture of JEWAVE metivity which might intrigue the
general public. It is impossible to predict whether Cabeza

‘would present the Agency im & unfavorable light or whether
he would choome to conceatrate hie eriticism agminst other

fedoral agencies.

7. A nusber of the other persons liasted in the
reference also are in & pogition to make allegations
concerning varisus Agency sctivities, including JHWAVE
opexrations im thke maritiee infiltration and propaganda
fields, and Agency operations against the Hattisu tavget.

It 1e iwposaible to state hovw wueh sccurate information
concerning theae tapics &s possessed by the group, or to
prc&ctthshﬂv&ﬁlmthtakenbytmmmtmg
their stories. Iu the opinion of JUWAVE, on the bamis of
the information svailable to the Station, none of these
individunls possesses a significant ancunt of semsitive
inforeation eoncerming current or important past activities.
HBowever, as in the cuse of Cabeza, the clainzs meds by these
individuals re Agency activities wight appear impressive to
the general publie, especially if spiced with tidbits of
sccurate !.nfmtiu.

8. Attachment details the past relatioasihip of cartain

individuale in the PBI report to the Agency, 1y JESFAVE.

mut&mmm”emuywmmhymu.
Should certain of the other individunls he summoned to testify,
they could present a certain suount of information comcerniag
past praestices, persomnel mmsuu« uged by JMUAVE.

8. Probably the greatest deager to the Agency lies in
the possibility that the circle of teostimony might be expanded
by the defeuse through the subpoeneing of persons whe are not
on the liast or wmentioned in the FBI report but who are known
to the listed personnel as beirg curreatly employed by JMWAVE
or &8 having bheen employed in the recent past., Given the
legal precedonts egtablighed ir other cases, it appears
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likely that these current eaployees (agents) of JUWAVE
would have to provide true and detailed amswers in response
to questionisg in court. 8uch testimony could cause major
danage to the curreat operations, personnel and facilities
ef the JUBAVE Station. Although it appeares that a number
of facilities which heve not been exposed to agents (e.g.,
the principal cover uait, JEOCEAR) would met be compromimed
through the testimony of current ageats, there is no doubt

~ that the dangexr to JEWAVE sctivities, notably but not

exclusively to naritize infiltration operations, would be
severe. Possibly wore damaging im the long run would bhe

the surfacing of questions concerming the “right" of the
Agency to enghge in "illegal™ activities from U.8. soil.
Conceivably the defense would present the piecture of an
official U.E. Government agency, the Department of Justice,
prosecuting hepless Cuban and Haitian exfles (Negroes) for
conducting activity of "the same type" as that corducted

by the Agemcy with the blessing of the U.8. Government.

An imaginative defessze counsel uight even go s far asm to ,
aecaso the ¥,.8. Customs Service and the Ageancy of comspiring
te "stop the coapotition™ by the extiles wtth the activities
conducted by the Ageancy.

10. JEWAVE believes that there is mno guestion that the
trial of the Masferrer group would bring to the surface--in
southern Florids and elseshere in the U .8.--the Iateat
curiosity and in mome cases saimosity ceoncerning

tions mgainst Cubk from bases in the U.8. Ietka

public in general is highly sympathetic towards the
Agoncy with reepect to its activities the Castro
rogine, there sre & small number of vocal persoas who
would use the trisl revelations as the hasis for a renewed.
mwm'mmxomm"wmmmm
JERAVE that it wonld take very little publicity teo lead
to the of the JHOCEAN coumplex sa the successer to
mmmumxwm Ing.". The aare
mmmmummmwmnaatm
of the JBOCEAN cover is not likely to avail ageinst 2 concerted
investigation by publicity sedia or aggressively snoopy
private parties. Too, the fact that JHOCEAN is located in
ummmwmmmtyummmm
to charges of Agency “corruption of academic mtitutim
The fact that the University of Biani leadership would, us
it has in the paat, cooperate closely with JUWAVE and the
Agency would not erase the publicity, a2mnd cemceivehbly could
lead to enough pressure on the Untversity that it indeed would
be forced to re-examine its relationship to the U.B8. Covernmeat
coucerning the South Campus area, or its relaticnskip to
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JUWAVE/JHOCEAN. In summary it {8 most anlikely that any
future good would result from a trial of Masferrer and/er
any of his associates, and it is highly probable that there
would be created a climate which would meke JUTAVE :
operations--of sll types--more difficult to ecarry out in
& secure and ecounomical manmer. This is mot to say that
JMHAVE would have to go ocut of business. This was not the
cagse in the "Zenith™ flap, nor is it likely to be the cage
with Magferrer. However, there appears to be little doubt
that the threshold of smitivity to Agency activities on
the part of the gemeral public gnd of these persons who,
fron whatever motiPes, question the advisability of the
Agency- “operating” within the U.S. mld be raiged.

11. The question of using Cesar Diosdado as n
progecution witness presents additional problems. Diosdado
has beon reotained as the Customs officer at Key Weat at
the request of the Agency. The Agemcy reimburses Customs
for Dioadado's salary. Because of his encyclopedic knowledge
et&:haandthenoridaxeysammmofhia leng
involvement in "operatiomal activities” by the Agemcy, and
by ACSI on occasion, Dicsdado is considered by many ezﬁ.ea-
-and some officialg--as being “a Company (A.goncy) man,” If
questioned under oath Dicsdado presumably would have to
reveal dotails of bis association with the Agency, ,Gstim
taken on behalf of the Agency, aud conceivably details of
JINAVE operations. In certain instances, motably regarding
current operations asd geveral highly sensitive past
operations, the reovelation of detailed imformation, espeeuuy
agent identities and operational techmiques, could
be quite damaging. Possibly Diosdado could be carefully
briefed concerning the nature of hig testimony so as to avoid
perjury while sot giving semnsitive data. However, his mature
is such that a reasonably clever defemse counsel could provoke

é

. him into either indiscretions or contradictiens which weuld

greamm. the .8, Cuxtoms snd the Agemcy im an unfavorable
ight. The fact that Picsdado has been repeatedly commeaded
by Customs and exiles for his efficient and Lumane handling
of refugees and escapees would count for little in & court~

mmmozmnszm fiasco would be

132. &turtherpreblweouldarmmmtm that
Diosdado played a lending role in the iavestigation of the
Hagferrer affair, including previeus abortive attempts by
the HMagferrer and Haitian exiles to launch operations from
Florida, and the fact that Diosdado personally (aeting in
his officlal capacity as Customs Agent resideat at Eey West)
led the rald sgainat the houge at which the exiles were
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arrested and the arma confiscated. The defense might well
accuse Diasdado of having acted not only for the U.S,
Custona but alse on bekalf of the Ageancy. :

13. Im addition to the foregeing points it should he
moted that historically the pimilarity of this opevation
and the “Bay of Pigs" could reopen the whole quostion and
offer a nev discussion of the priseoner exchange cuestion.
The racial issue also might arise because many of the persons
involved with Nasferrer and potential defendants axe of the

"Hegre race. -Jf Mamferrer is hrought to trianl, the puklic

sympathy, which will probably be reflected ia the jury's
verdict would undoubtedly rest with the defendant mot the
prosecution. A large percentage of the people undoubtedly
view Hegleyror's activities sas efforts to 3id the VWestern
Eenisphere of an abomimable black dictator with the further
intention of using Haitiam territory as & bage to romove
anothor dictator neither of vhom are frieadly to the U.S8.

{Signed) Jadoh D, Esterling

Jacob D. Esterlise
Acting Chief
Vastern Hemisphere Bclmien

Attachrent .
% 2 Febh 87 (67-0181)
7 mxlumon:new
3 February 1967

Digtribution

Orig&I-Addrossee
_ - ADDP
- DDP Reg
- 0GC :
- C/WHD
- WE/COG
- WH/COG/ESEC
- Magferrer 201
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