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. 1. Headquarters has received an inquyry from tho Internal
Socurity Divigion, Department of Justice, foncoerning alleged re-
crutting activi¥les by cortain individuals identified as regre-
scntatives of an anti-Castro movemeont in ¥ow Orleans., The Depart-
mout of Justice received the informatiua fiurougih tho FBI) frwum the
114th Xatelligence Corps Group, U.8. Air /Force, Now Orleans,
Louisiana. /
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. 2, Information in the Afr ¥Force Intelligence roport dated
April 3, 1962, raflocts that Willlam A, Penonington of New Oriecans,
Louisiana, advised during interviews on 3! March 1082 and 2 April
1962 that he had beon in contact with & Luis BAVEL (phonetic) at
4651 Marigny Btreet, Now Orieans, concérning his possible recruit-
ment. for military service agulnst the present regime in Cuba. :
Penningtonh reportedly stated that he mot with RAVEL and two other = - b :
individuals connectod with tbs anti-Castrn movemont on 45 March i ST
1962 and discussod with them hix ailitary expericnce and capability
ic porform aircraft ssomuasat and deaviltion work. According to
Pennington, he was told by thege represontatives of the Anti-Casgtro
movement that they could utiilze his milltary skills and thatl he
o Fould work at an undisclossd traioing area io Guatemaia and that
upon the successful Liberation of Cuba he would be given a Captalacy
in the Cuban Army. Ponnington advised that these individuals, wno
did not mention the group or organization they represented, saowed !
him during tho mecting an inveice from a goverpment surplus concerns !
located in Philadolphia, Peonnsylvania, which indicated the sale of ;
military emall arms vaiucd at $10,000, He turther stated that he !
wags told prior to his actually beirg employed by the group, "author~ |
jzation would have to be obtained from Miami”, During the meceticg, !
according to Pennington, Ravel received a telephone call from Hiaet, |
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Florida, from an individual whoez Ravel identified a8 "Presidente
Cardonas" (phonetic). '
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3. In contiection with the Alr T orce report the FBI
furnished the {oiiowing information .0 the Department of Justice:

.
One Scrygto AvcachasSmith, identitied as the
former head of the FRD in New Oriecans, during
an iunterview on O December 961, identifled a
Luis RLBXL of Now Orleans; as the delegate

to the CRC iu New Orileans, Also on a tist of
membors of the CRC in New Orlcans, which was
made avaliabie to the FBI, the addiress of 4651
Marigny Street was noted with a "Mr. Luis Rabel

Runez" listed as a "De'legado™.

4. Headquarters files contain ho jdentifiabie information
on ¥William A, Punnington and Luis KABEL Nunez. Concerning Sergilo
Arcacha Smith, our files contain no lnformation other than he was
once tho hoad of the FRD in New Orleans,

5., In mid-1961 Headquarters notified the Department of Justice
that we had and expected to-continue-to-havio a special interest in
the activitics conducted by the FRD (and now the CRC) and its bona -
fide affiliation and requestcd that no action be taken against the
CRC for acts that mey be comu{cgd X the performance of its func-
tions as a centra! point for enlisting support for anti-CASTRO acti-
vi2iag. T connection with this notificiition and the recruiting
activities cited in paragraph 2., the FBI has roquestied thoe opinion
of the Department of Justice as to whether such recruiting activi-
ties indicate a possible violation of tho neutrality statutes - .

warranting further lavestigation,

6. It is requested that the Stat.!on discreetly determine
from Dr. MIRO Lf Luis RABEL Nunez 1is an’ authorized ropresentative
of the CRC in the Now Orleans area and his activities are known
and approved by the CRC. ¥ith this ir.formation and any comments
the Station may have on the reported activities, Headquarters can
make ap appropriate reply to theﬁpépartmcnt of Justice inquiry.
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