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MEMORPANDOM FOR: Ceputy Chief, W Divieion

SCBJECT © @ Neeting wieh Norman HCTHMAN
ard David M. M:CONNELL .

LT VA AU

REYZ&ZNCE : Tour Gral Cirective of Thursiay, 29 Juue 1961

. ~ 1. On Thursday, 29 June 1961, I met witn Norman RUTHMAN and .

: David McCONNELL in the office of me Dep. ty}"orre Ganeral to )
evaluate, per your directive, Mr, ROTHMAN'$" claim to cpeatianal: -
assets inside Cuba and elsewhere in the Jaribbeas area. The - A
~- moeving- IXECETTYOoN TBOC ¥o 1830 hours. It was agreed by the
participants of this n‘uung that Mr. ROTHMAN would return ta |
Miamt oa Priday, 30 June, and *hat Mr. McCONNELL would telephome -
me at the office of the Dep:.ty Attorney Gereral on Wednesday,~ - /-
S July, for our evaluation of Mr. RCTEMAN's opa:-at.io-ul potential’

in Cuban affairs.

2, Mr. McCONNELL requested to meet with me privitely in the
conference room. He advised me that he was a leeding political
figure in the Democratis Party machine in North Carolina, tha® he
v&s acquainted with nmero.s Government figures 1n Washington
(including Robert Fenrecy, General Taylor, asi Zeneral 7Van Fleet),
that he was a corporate *ax lLawyer who Was u-irg very well in his
homeé town of Charlotte, %Nocrih Caroiina. and that he was ¢concemrned
over the embarrasament ¢ e Xennedy Admi:»*.sf:atim caused by
the Cuban "fiesco.” He furiher advised me trat-hes interest in
this case was that of an American anxious %o fig,*::-:om' ism in
the Westerr Reziephere and Lo ensure tha! the U.S, Government
made maxizmuim use of cperatiural potential as repressnted in the
person ard claims of Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. McCONNELL noted that,
according to RCTEMAN'S s<tory, FOTHMAN had assets ard capabiliities
shicn would snable him (RU“Q‘J N} to deatroy the arms dumps on the
plantation of ex-President CARDENAS of Mexicc, to set up operational
bases in the Yucatar at a coat cf $50 to $1,000, tc sa%ctage targets
in Cuba ldentified by the U,3, Covernmant, and tc precvide positive
mtelligasca on tha activities of Chiness Comwinist groups in the

Weatern Hemisphere.
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- 3. I'uod t.hepcmta l‘a‘odbylr McCONRELL ) dedbrief

. Nr. ROTHMAX on hia-ciaims of ‘assets whizh can be used agdirst -

- Cuba and other:targets in the Wesie "n Hexisphere. Mr. ROTRMAK .-
lign, born dn 26 December 1514,

(PR s i isias

- told me that he was 'an- ‘American c2
at New York City. ‘that he runs the' ‘bar ia -the Bel Air Fotel, ) A
Kiami, Florida, that he'was furmerly the owner of "Sans Sow:i, . e
A ) nishtc.luh in Knvm, #5d that he iived at 425 Surfeide Boulevard - ' .- @ 7.
. . 1in Mani,: P’loridn. -During t.ho muniev Mr. ROTFEMAN, nhen: quéstioned . : - ' <%
] *  on those points of poteatial-ljated oy e McCONNELL above, mads R
tho toucving lhmtu e : ) e
f 5

.a., Ho is a dodiutod mu-ccmmint md is p&rticululy NPT
. “interested in working against CASTRC who.wxecuted three of - - Y
. ceaine. . .hid close, dsar friends. When asked for the names of these - S
T . . friends, Mr. ROTEMAN vas not &blé to give theése in full. : .o
i ‘ . AftsP ten mirmutes, he named these friends as Rogelic GONCALEZ s
. - (nx- pame - "rrmcisco"); Sert rum' and Efigento FERMANDEZ. = - . ° .

- b He has an operaupml capnbility t.o destroy arms duxmps
which he claims are located on ‘he finca of ex-President ’
i¢h agent asseta located :

y CARDENAS of Mexico. He hys coztact wi
in Mexico through oertain Mexican friends whom he refused

e identify. He aidded that te had made contact as racantly
* as four to five months age with these Mexicas friends.

el M s W B SR L

] ‘c. He is very familiar with the terrair and pecpie cf
the Tucatan peninsula. wWhen asked for the date of his last
visit to the Tucatan, he said that he had been thare for
two days at some time in 1959. He added that he had constructaed
an air atrip at some point in the Yucatan which was capable
-~ of taking two B-26's and two P-Si's. He said that no one
) knews of the location or existence of this particular air strip.
.When asked who had built the strip and when 1t was duilt,
Mr. ROTHMAN said that the strip had beex bullt by Indian

¢ s e o 2 e L B LORAS - KGR L L HES - pOinted-out Lo him Wiat certainiy these
Indian friends would know of its exiatence, he said that they

wera loyal to him snd that mo one in the provincial or national
t governmects of Mexico knew of this strip. when asked if a
é plane had evar landed on this strip, Mr. RCTHMAN ssid that
; oce B-26 had landed there. When asked how he managed to
. . provide fuel and maintenance for aircraft located at this
stxip, Mr. RCTHMAN was not able, or chose no'., to give an

: - exict reply.
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-d. FRe ia vol.lbncquinted with Sanchez AP.A)E)O He uide-

that he meets frequently with ARANIO and. cor.sice.a him-a A

. - good persooal friend. ihen questicaed; Mf! Rum(u said.
* « that he hid last met Mr. ARABJO six weeks agc. He was not

able ‘to give the home address of Mr. ARANX. Ee_ uid tzut N .

o 'hemldboxhlotoproducoxr.mmoinw
|- -roguest. : AT

'~ "- ‘e. Nr. BOTHN said that he had tha personnal and Tl E
- enpabmuos to attack or sabotage any target of our dzobom

- i Qubde.. unidmthonlm.cwformoumam-""“

<« tdon aof Fidel CASTHO. Ee said that his plncmedt‘oru
air attack with nepala against CASTHO at &.time whea tzxaj"“
Prime Minister was addréssing one of his rallies in Esyana
- ‘He.sald that he had one hundred pilots who had pa.rticidpatod
- - in the invasion of Cuba and who weré now asking employment .
as ﬂ.yora for the Congolese Air Force. He refused to identify
any of the pilots by name. When 1t was pointed out to him .
that the names ot mose pllots askirg aplcrnent in te Coago
| were 8 3 Iocosdyhe paid that those pilots
7 {n whom he was particularly interested were not making

application for such employmeat.

£. He aaid that he had mary agents going in and out of
Cxba. When asked how mary agents he controlled, Mr. ROTHMAN
was not able to give an exact figure. When he was asked

how many agents hs sent into Cuba during the last year, he
was not able to give an exact figure. When asked how aany
agentsa he was in contact with this date, ¥r. RUTANAN gave the
figure of six. When I asked how these agents were able to -
travel back and forth in view of the diffigoulties in makirg
frequent visits to Cuba, Mr. ROTHMAN said that his agente
were in the tourist travel buredus or in export-izport
buainesess, and antered the States via third countries. when
asked &t what date he had last had contact with these agents,
Mr. ROTHMAH was B3t dble to give an exact date.  Nr. FOTDMAN
aaid that with these unnamed asséts above, he had the
capability to make money exchanges between the United States
argl Cuba, and offered to be of service to the (.S. Governmant
in ary requirement along this lmo.

g. He said thav he knew of mary Chinsse Communists going
inte Canada from Cuba. When asked to identify the source of
this information and the nanmés ‘of these Chinese, Mr. RCTHMAN
said that he had not brought any record informationr with him
and did not feel he could be asked tc produce his factual data
at this time,
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Commanist groups in 1
his last visit to'

hs (Mr. BRCTIDUE) would R
He said mc he h'Ad DT

;o ) ) i. He nid that he was a close mm of John Abbes s
Garcia, Chief of the Dominican Republic Security. He said :

A ‘that his lsst visit to the Dominican Republic was in 1959.

. Heo said that he had acoess to pecple in the Dominican Republie.

. * . 'He did not identify further trese aszsts nor did he identify

' : the means of communicatiocn to thea. )

L, At the conclusion of the intarview with Mr. ROTIDNAN,

Mr. KcCOKAKLYL asked to ses me privately. During. this interview,

Hr. NeCONNELL again emphasized that his interest in this case was .

. ' - simply that of ‘g good American vhe was interested in fighting

: Camxunigs . Xr. MOCORNEIL, said that, in his opinion, an individual

; _ with Mr. BOTEMAN's character and background certainly ahould be .

. wweful in the glores-off fight againat Comminiaa. He felt that

K it xight be to the national interest to make use of Mr. ROTHMAN .

- ~ againat CASTRC and against Comeumnism in the Wsstern Hemisphere,

and give precedence to this use over any intent to prosecute

: Mr. ROTRMAN for vialaticns of Federal lawa. Again Mr. McCONNELL

R named his acquaintances in the Department of Defense, in the .

Cu Department of Justice and in the White House. He added, st this
time, that he was entertaining tho thought of entering the adminis-
t.nt.icn in same olfficial upcoiv.
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