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CETACT REPGRT

SUBJECTs Meeting with Macuel RAY, 15 Bovember 1960, &% a Motel f o
in xomsm, Florida : Bfé’

1. %ho meeting wss beld in the above-pamed plsce because, st that
particular ¢time, Kanvel Ray wag still “under wraps®™ and wg 613 ot want
to take any chances of having bim spotted iv MNiswmi. Manuel Rey and bise
vife had been drivee from Tempa by "Rsy Adarm® (Rasy Dubois) %0 the adove-
paped motely X bhad previcusly callad Ray om the telephims from Bew York
at his Tempe residence and told him that I would meet him ob 15 Bovemder.
The weeting began at 2100 hours snd lasted until about 0130 the maxt day.

2. The highlights of this meeting were reported im MASH.160h, 17
Rovember, copy of whieh is attachad. The following parasn.phq are i» .
elaboration of this message, Coo

5. Durinmg this firss woeting, =y inteni was to oetebush_nmt
probe into Ray's political thicking, and, by reiterating previcusly msde
stotements on the Bender groupts villingness $o support the MEP, to -
establish the Bender group us a privets contacto definitivo for snti-
Castro aetivities, In lime with this, I kept the mesting purposely
e an “exchange of views™ sesaion, avolding eny controversy, but st .
the sems time, indicaiing same surprise and acms bewildermsnt over eome
of Ray's statemsnuis.

b. Toroaghout 3he ecmversetionm, Ray clearly etressed his great
belief in olvil liberties, individual freedom, and bis position as e
Cuban, and also hemispberic, naticnalist. Oo & pumbsy of occessicss, be
stressed the point that woot likely sowme of the solutions he proposed -
for the post-Castro pericd, wight be viewsd by me wilh scme. Blagivings, - . ...
Dou't you balieve, be ssked, that vhat is {mportsnt to the eccnomy of: \bl

- U, 8. %8 not mecessarily fmportant to the econcmy of Cubat - Dom't yci

think that the Amsricen brend of demoeracy, whieh worke odatrab); $a
your ¢ountry, s uot aeeusu'ny npuecbu n ite tmuty u cml

9. Bay Nnented, 6o a nunbar uf oeeaum, that ho mtod to go s
back %o 1 Jamuary 1959. Be was quite firm - 88 rvoported 15 the above- .- .-
pootioned eable =- om the meed of the msifommliisaifon of nb;.tanﬂ.tthu -
vhen asked about the sgrarimm reform and, in this' coubpetion, what would
beppen to Castro-seised Amsricen ranchbes, he sald that’ land distridution
and owperehip by indivisusl firms of land so parcelied out, vould bs 8
goal of his government; the eriteria ob whether or not Amarican-cwned
ranches would e roturnyd to their owners, wre currently being worked
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out by Pelipe Pazos.’ (COMENT: I gained the impressfion thet theee
vanches might not be returned.)

6. I venlly showed some surprise when Ray said that be would not
make the 1040 Constitution the Dasis for bis future government. This issue
came 9p in the folloving menners I aske) Bay whether oF not be eculd work =
efther by joining or by affiliating -- with the FRD, amd when his enoway
was in the negetive, I posed the question of what vere the sreass of A.;ree. L
went and of dissgreement between him mnd the FED. Ray #sid thet he had
not se yet talked t¢ Tomy Varoma but the¢ he would feel that there eculd
be agreeoent on a number of poinmtst first, to get rid of Castro} second,
that there should be ecivil libertiee and indivicual freedom. Hs said
that perhaps the area of disagresment was conriderably greaters he
could nut secept the 1940 Constitution ss the basis for Cuba's political
1ife in the future. Cbvizualy, some provisions of the Constitution would
b8 retained but espeeially provisions for elsctoral procedures would have
$0 be changed radicallys the current provisions are foetering corruptiom
and feather-bedding, and are not vresponsive to the will of the psople.
Questions of nationalization and other economic mutters would bave to be
dealt with more thoroughly im the Constitutiom. Anociher point. of au- L
agreesent with the FED s the fact that it was linked too ach v&th &be
pest. The FRD, Fay eaié, is really T:uny Vercas. Of the: ﬂ.ve‘,
anly one of eny true importance amongst the currenmt Executive: Cwnitte -
@emberej Corrillo has nlvays been very close to the MRP pouueal posture,
and Artime ig a yound fire-brand without too much brainsg the rest of the
FRD Executive Cormittee mewubers are nice people individually, but Veroma
i8 the man ¢o reckon with, How, thare is nothing vrong vith Varona pere
sopallys be is & sincere, petriotic Cuban who hss and deurvea respeet.
Hovever, Varona is inseparebly linked with the corruptnoese. of the Prio:
regime although he, Varons, 1s undoubtedly a completsly honest um.,»n
addition, VYarcoas, vhether he wants to or not, is a symbol of the past and
outdated political and scomomie philosophy of the Prio vegime.. IS is
impossibls for thamtobcvoaqdeanm with oz any uan tomt

past. - -

7. 1 asked Ray what his position to the smat/cbzcaa bloek vguu
be after Cestro's Jemise. One of vur basie comgepls, Ray enu, ‘48 to.
trade wherever it will be bemeficial for usj baneficial: does oot wean
%o tic our sconcoy to that of the Boviet block. We sre quite avare. that
our future fs linked to cur great Borth Averican noighbor. - Ilmvar, -mﬂs.y
1ink can pot mesn dominstion or shomld imply amy exclusivinese., WYe Bust
build up our hard currendgy position 0 that we -cam trade wherewer we
want 0. Tou Awericans underestimate the ntrasg ‘feeling of peticpalism
throughout latin Americes Don't wse the Marisies! Don't ifvede!  This -
rovolution bas to be generated from the imside. W¥e noed. Aseriean help
tut this belp pust be without strings ettaches. Ambassador Bonesl and
Jim Hoel promised us this help, and your, Benderf®s, Jealings vith WRP .
representatives here made us very bopeful, bdut if we can not get this o.id,
ve will proceed on our own. Ve ore certain that wve will win, but if ve -
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have ¢o die in fallure ~- 20 be 1%! It was et this point when Rey complained
bitterly about our bandling of the 8ineslio Waleh affairs Binesic Walsh was
looking for srms, He, Ray, was eager to build ap his organiszetion and.
therefore to drav pecple like Welsh into bis circle. One of the means ¢e

d0 this was, of course, {0 make ¥elsh dependent on his, Ray®s, abilisty ¢o
furnish wilitery squipsant. %alsh oade 8 request for arms ¢o Ray; Ray
ebarmeled this request to his Americas contects i Havens 4n the aztlcxpauca
that by, Hay, would be given the credit by Welsh of having delivered the govda.
¥bet bappened, hovever, was tbat Plinio Prieto, who had bLeen trained im
Apsrica, moje contect with Walsh and essured him that support would be
fortheoming from & socurce other thas Ray. This, Ruy continuved; vas ip-
dication that the Americens wepted to split away the Wnlsh-group frem
Ray*s influence. I indiceted no knowledge sbout this affair bub poo-

the conclusiom dravn from 4% Ly Rey.

8. After this politicel Jiscussion, Rey elucidated om peychological
aspecta of the MRP worki we ave revolutiomsries, ond thus ve mmust vetainm,
at el times, a lean and hungry look. Each one of us, rowdhssofthc
isvel of our activities, wust bave & feeling of peraoul nsponstbintyg
from we down $o the plsinm cook, wo muwt bhave ppecifie ‘$anks, nsstsned 40 ds
%o do and each of us wust recognize that wve will be held ronpmibh for
the success or failure of the specific wmission assigued to ua. Thus, for
instence, we csn 0ot be setisfied Just 40 scoept wmomey) we must engage in
fund-raleing drives here snd in Cubs. These drives might not bring ia
wuch and hopefully, Bender will make up the dtrfcrenca, but the 1M1vidul
fund-raisers will have a feeling of asccomplishwment anmd will. m m fot and

opolent apd lasy. .

9. Above comcluded ¢he over-sll discussion and some detailed guestions
were asked by Rsy. Could be bave $25,000 by next veek? (I committed
$10,000.) Could be engage in a fundraising activity in the U. 8.1 (I
temporiged.) Could be have prees conferences? (I said, why mot?) Could
be bave redic timet (X said, perbepe.) Could be get military atdt (I
eais yee, provided our criteris for furnishing suéh aid would be met, and - .
I vepoated, at that point, wy view thet theve eouu be ue dupl;eauon of
effort.) a‘f old ms_thet the chief of the MEP fn Cube was & ehap Ly the
name of (fpu){Clanercs) Ee told me muemmnuymoé
8pain, would p & ¢gonsideradle rols ch-wmc uuvutn.

10, The ooeting closed with oy mommm mt v mu mt ceun
within the mxt w0 woels. Lo -

wP/ptg (19 Hov 60)
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