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28 June 1963 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have given careful consideration to your 
request for suggestion of topics of discussion with 
His Holiness, Pope Paul VI, and have made some dis 
creet inquiries with persons whose confidence I en 
joy and whose advice I thought would be of value. 

My views are as follows: 

1. The question of United States representation 
to the Holy See should be avoided and in all probability 
will not be raised by the Holy Father. It is a fact 
that the concept of a "personal representative of the 
President" was not wholly satisfactory to the Vatican, 
and it is also a fact that the Vatican recognizes the 
disturbing problems which would be raised within the 
United States by any form of representation proposed 
at this time. However, I do believe that a suggestion 
that the Vatican strengthen the Apostolic Delegation^ 
here in Washington is appropriate. 50X1 
^0X1 --- --mi 

2. Undoubtedly His Holiness will wish to discuss 
the broad theme of peace, a subject in which you both 
are eloquent spokesmen. You may recall that President 
Roosevelt popularized the term "parallel endeavors" to 
describe the efforts by the Church and the Free World 
which sought to insure peace with freedom. I would 
suggest that this subject be the principal theme of a 
communique issued following your visit. 

3. I feel you will find Pope Paul convinced, as 
was his predecessor. Pope John, that a vast body of 
public opinion within the Christian area of the Communist 
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