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1. FOLLOWING IS A FIELD APPRAISAL OF THE PRESENT SITUATION. IT IS 

NOT AN OFFICIAL JUDGMENT BY THIS AGENCY OR ANY COMPONENT. IT REPRESENTS 

THE OBSERVATIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS OF A STAFF OFFICER BASED ON INFORMATION 

AVAILABLE TO HIM AT THE TIME OF ITS PREPARATION. PREPARED FOR INTERNAL USE, 

THIS COMMENTARY IS DISSEMINATED IN THE BELIEF THAT IT .MAY BE USEFUL TO THE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE IN ASSESSING THE SITUATION FOR ITS PURPOSES. 

2. BASED ON BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE, EXHAUSTIVE SCANNING OF TEE PRESS, 

AND DISCUSSIONS WITH PERSONALITIES IN VARIOUS FIELDS, THE FOLLOWING 

SPECULATIONS CONCERNING THE SUCCESSOR TO POPE JOHN XXIII ARE OFFERED. 

3; A COMPLICATING FACTOR IN PREDICTING WHO THE NEXT POPE WILL BE 

IS THE INCREASED SIZE OF THE COLLEGE -OF CARDINALS, WHICH IS NOW 82, 

COMPARED WITH 55 IN 1958. THE AVERAGE TIME THAT THE I958 GROUP HAD BEEN 

CUkSSIFICATION — DISSEMINATION CONTROLS 

*w*yediA9 o«d 

'!•:iX/SiM 'SMhlv. 

state/0.r| (HHGIiES Oi'XY) DD/l, AD/CI, AO/rS 

TELEGRAM INFORMATION REPORT TELEGRAM 

Declassified Under Authority of the Interagency Security 
Classification Appeals Panel, E.O. 13526,sec. 5.3(b)(3) 
ISCAP Appeal No.2019-058,document2 
Declassification Date:January 2,2025 
















