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ALFRIED 7. SINKER, 43%

the true road to happiness.” My brethren, I pray that his mantle of
love and piety may fall upon us. May we all be redeemed by grace and
at length join the departed in the song of unending joy around the
throne of God in heaven.”

ATCTSISISID RIS TININTHIRS

Son and successor of [dward T. Sinker, whose funeral obsequies and
memoirs precede this sketch, was born at IHowarden, a town on the
Dee, bordering on England, in Wales, on the 11th of May, 1846.

On the 16th of IFebruary, 1849, his father, the late Edward T. Sin-
ker, sailed from Liverpool on the Oneca, with his family, consisting
of Alfred, his mother, and an older brother, for the United States of
America. The voyage was a perilous one. They were driven by con-
trary winds on the Spanish coast, and narrowly escaped shipwreck.
After experiencing numerous gales and rough seas, and seeing some
of their fellow passengers buried in the sea, they finally, on the 22d of
March, reached the Island of Jamaica, where they were becalmed for
three days; then continuing their voyage, they reached New Orleans
on the 11th of April.  After a few days rest, Mr. Sinker, being unable
to reconcile the institution of slavery with his ideas of right and justice,
determined to come further north. Ieaccordingly took passage on the
steamer New World for Cincinnati, but on account of the prevalence of
cholera at that place, he returned to Madison, Indiana, which place he
rcached on the st of May. On the 4th his oldest son, IFreddy, died of
a discase he had contracted in the West Indies.

The following fall he visited Indianapolis, and at once decided to
malke it his future home. e accordingly brought his family here No-
vember 4, 1849, and proceeded to establish the Western Machine
Works, in which business he continued until the time of his death.

During a period of more than twenty years the subject of this sketch
spent his time alternately at school and in working in the various de-
partments of his father’s establishment, and thus gained a general know-
ledge of the entire business.

He was admitted into the ITigh School in 1857, and to the North
Western Christian University in 1860, remaining there until the com-
mencement of the war. In 1861 he served a short time under General
Fremont, as a member of an Ohio battery. Returning home, he en-
tered Liber College, and in the fall of 1863 joined the Army of the
Cumberland, as assistant quartermaster, remained until May 1st, 1804,
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when he left to attend college in Poughkeepsic, New York, where he
studied banking, higher mathematics, commercial law, and general bus-
incss principles.

In November, of this year, in strict obedience to the wishes of his
parents, Mr. Sinker declined a flattering appointment in the British
navy. Ile came home and took charge of the Western Machine Works,
where he continued until the 18th of August, 1867, when he established
the American Saw Works. A month later he was married to Miss
Coates, of Mansficld, Ohio.

By hard work and unlimited advertising Mr. Sinker soon secured an
enviable reputation for the excellence of his saws, which found a ready
sale from New York to the Rocky Mountains.

In 1868 he found it necessary to buy out his partner, and in doing
so involved himself to the amount of $30,000. This was a fearful
responsibility for a man only twenty-two yecars of age. It was often
predicted that his failure was inevitable. But he possessed in a high
degree his father's indomitable pluck, his hope and Christian fortitude.
His father bade him ‘“work hard and look up, for all things will work
together for good.” Ile did work unceasingly, and advertised lav-
ishly, and success was the result.  IHe continued to work without dis-
couragement, and full of hope.  On the death of his father, Mr. Davis,
his father's partner, desired him to join him in the machine business.
Plecased with this proposition, he gold out his saw works, paid his $30,000
indebtedness, and had considerable left.  The next day after the sale
he accepted Mr. Davis’s proposition and went into the ‘Western
Machine Works.” Ilaving expressed a preference for an incorporated
company to Mr. Davis, they, on the 17th of June, 1871, erganized under
the laws of the State as ‘‘Sinker, Davis & Co.,” with a capital of
$200,000. The board of directors is composed of Alfred T. Sinker,
Hon, Thomas Davis, of Omaha, a capitalist and a man of ability and
untiring energy, Benjamin . Hetherington, a practical machinist of
considerable note, and Samuel Stephens, widely known as one of the
best boiler makers in the country.  Their business is the manufacturing
of portable and stationary steam engines, boilers, circular saw mills and
general machinery.  ‘Fheir trade extends from Rhode Island to Califor-
nia, and from Minnesota to Mexico.  Mr. Sinker thinks that if anything
1s worth doing at all it is worth doing well.  }ence he puts his whole
force and enecrgy into anything he undertakes. IHe is an carly riser,
only sleeping from five to seven hours out of the twenty-four, with
steady, temperate habits, and conscquently healthy. He is a member
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of the Plymouth Congregational church, Young Men’s Christian Asso-
ciation, and of the Choral Union. Mr. Sinker has one child, a son,
I¢ddic Coates Sinker, born on the 13th of March, 1871, but a few days
before the death of his grandfuther. Ie was baptised on the sth of
April, 1876, by Ilenry Ward eecher, in DBrooklyn, New York.
Although Mr. Sinker is only in his thirty-first ycar, he has attained an
enviable position as a first-class business man, and has inherited his
father’s characteristics for honesty, probity and fair dealing.

PHILLIP? REICHWINI.

Among our prosperous and successful German citizens will be found
the one whose name heads this sketch, having carved and worked out his
own fortune. Phillip Reichwine was born in Mezingen Urach, King-
dom of Wurtemberg, Germany. On the 25th of July, 1852, he landed
with his parents in New York. IHe then went to ILllensville, Ulster
county, New York, where he remained untii March, 1854, at which
time he came to Indianapolis. Ile first obtained employment with
General Llliott, at the American IHotel, opposite the Union Depot, on
Louisiana street, and remained with him until 1857. e then worked
at the German Turner Hall, at the corner of Kentucky avenue and Ten-
nessee street.  Subsequently he worked for I8, Beck, at Crystal Palace,
on the north #Mde of Washington street, between Meridian and 1llinois
streets. Tn 1859 he went to St. Louis, and remained one year. lle
returned and worked for Matthew Immenegger at the Union IHall,
opposite the Court IHouse, on Washington street, until 1863.

In 1864 he was married to Miss Antonetta Iimmenegger, daughter
of his former employer. Ile then engaged with Martin IHug at his
saloon on Washington street, where he remained until the death of Mr.
Mug. In 1868 he started in business on his own account in the place
that had been kept by Mr. Wenger, on the northwest corner of Market
and Noble streets. llere he remained until June, 1876. In the mean-
time he built the fine block on the southwest corner of Market and
Noble streets, known as ‘* Reichwine’s IHall,” where he now keeps one
of the most popular establishments in the city. e was elected M. N.
G. A. of the United Ancient Order of Druids, at Cincinnati, in 1875,
and installed in Philadelphia in 1876, to serve until 1878, Mr. Reich-
wine possesses social and agrecable qualities calculated to make him
popular with all with whom he has intercourse.  IHence his great pros-
perity and success in business.  Being now just in the prime of life he
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| Alfred Sinker Joins the Army l

Era: Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877)

Background:

Alfred Tarleton Sinker was just fifteen years old when he enlisted in the Union army. Born on
May 11, 1846 in Flintshire, England, Alfred immigrated to America with his parents, Edward
and Sarah Sinker, at the age of four. The family settled in Indianapolis, Indiana, where Edward
entered the manufacturing business.

On August 24, 1861, fifteen-year old Alfred left his Indianapolis home and made his way to
Cincinnati, Ohio, where he lied about his age and enlisted in the 5™ Independent Battery of Ohio
Light Artillery on September 2. Alfred’s regiment was soon sent to the St. Louis Arsenal.
Edward Sinker, meanwhile, discovered his son’s whereabouts and came to St. Louis to petition
for a writ of habeas corpus in Federal court. Federal law prohibited the enlistment of boys under
eighteen without the permission of their parent or guardian. Judge Samuel Treat found the
evidence convincing, and issued a writ of habeas corpus to the commander of the St. Louis
Arsenal. Alfred was discharged without delay on September 10.

Alfred’s desire to serve in the military seems to have been fulfilled: an Alfred T. Sinker appears
on the rolls of the 132" Indiana Infantry, which was mustered into service on May 18, 1864 (just
days after Alfred turned eighteen). He survived the war, married, and had children. In 1901,
Alfred applied for a disability pension, claiming incapacity due to cerebral hemorrhages and an
old stab wound near the base of his spine. He claimed to have served as a commissary sergeant
in the 30" Indiana Infantry as well as the 5™ Independent Battery. Alfred’s claim was abandoned
after the Pension Office failed to find any evidence of service in the 30" Indiana Infantry.
Perhaps his memory of his second regiment’s ordinal number betrayed him: yet, could he have
served in the 30™ Infantry as well, perhaps under a false name? In his pension application,
Alfred stated that a Dr. Bodman of Indianapolis had been the 30" Infantry’s surgeon. Sure
enough, one Elam Bodman of Indianapolis enlisted in the 30" Indiana Infantry as an assistant
surgeon on March 20, 1863. The mystery awaits further investigation.

Alfred Sinker died at the age of fifty-eight in Giffords, New York in 1904.
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Suggested Teaching Activities:

1. GOVERNMENT/CIVICS (9-12): Contract law. Ask students to examine the following
issues: How does Habeas Corpus relate to underage enlistment? How does Sinker’s father relate
contract law to this situation? (“owes service and labor” to father) What could the military have
done during the Civil War to ensure that no underage person enlisted?

2. GOVERNMENT/CIVICS/HISTORY (7-12): The right of Habeas Corpus allows those
imprisoned to challenge their imprisonment. Sinker’s father’s petition for Habeas Corpus was
not controversial and was granted immediately. This right, however, can be suspended under the
Constitution during wartime. Both Lincoln and Jefferson Davis suspended Habeas Corpus
during the Civil War. Research the history of these suspensions. Read responses by critics as
well defenders of the suspensions. Write a letter to the editor of a Civil War era newspaper from
the point of either a critic or a defender of one or both of these men for their actions.

3. HISTORY (5-12): What Ifs. Research the history of Sinker’s unit after he left it, read Sinker’s
3-page biography, and research Sinker’s family in Census records (by 1880 he had a wife and
kids). Develop five what if questions. Then use the information gathered to develop possible
answers to those questions.

4. LANGUAGE ARTS (5-12): Read Sinker’s 3-page biography, then read the opening of Red
Badge of Courage to determine the reasons for Fleming to enlist. Brainstorm possible reasons
Alfred would want to run away and enlist. Write an imaginary goodbye letter from Alfred to his
father. Then write an imaginary letter from Alfred’s father to his son in reaction to the goodbye
letter.

5. HISTORY/ECONOMICS (7-12): Alfred’s pension was denied because no record of his
service could be found. Research the topic of Civil War pensions. How much would he have
received as a private? How much as a commissary sergeant? What if he had been an officer?
What would the equivalent had been in today’s dollars?

Standards Correlations:

National History Standards. US 5-12.

 Era 5 Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877)

» Standard 2.B. The student understands the social experience of the war on the battlefield
and homefront.

National Standards for Civics and Government

5-8 Content Standards

* lI1.LE. What is the place of law in the American constitutional system?
9-12 Content Standards

* I11.D. What is the place of law in the American constitutional system?
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Kansas Curricular Standards for History

Grade 5

* 4.4.4. The student uses information including primary sources to debate a problem or a
historical issue.

* 4.4.5. The student observes and draws conclusions.

* 4.4.6. The student uses research skills to interpret an historical person or event in history
and notes the sources of information.

Grade 6

* 4.4. The student engages in historical thinking skills.

Grade 7

* 1.1. The student understands the rule of law as it applies to individuals; family; school,
local; state and national governments.

* 4.2. The student understands individuals, groups, ideas, events and developments during
Kansas territory and the Civil War (1854-1865).

* 4.7. The student engages in historical thinking skills.

Grade 8

* 4.2. The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individuals, groups,
ideas, developments, and the causes and effect of the Civil War.

* 4.4. The student engages in historical thinking skills.

High School

» 1.1.1. The student evaluates the purpose and function of law.

* 5.5.2. The student develops historical questions on a specific topic in United States
history and analyzes the evidence in primary source documents to speculate on the
answers.

Missouri Social Studies Grade-Level Expectations.

Grades 5-8

* 1.B. Role of citizens and governments in carrying out constitutional principles.
» 2a.H. Understanding the causes and the consequences of the Civil War.

* 7.A. Using primary and secondary sources.

Grades 9-12

* 7.B. Selecting and analyzing primary/secondary sources.

Nebraska Social Studies/History Standards

Grades 5-8

* 8.1.6. By the end of eighth grade, students will identify and analyze causes, key events,
and the effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction.

* 8.4.2. By the end of eighth grade, students will demonstrate skills for historical analysis.
Grades 9-12

* 12.1.3. By the end of twelfth grade, students will analyze the causes and effects of major
events of the Civil War and Reconstruction.

» 12.1.13. By the end of twelfth grade, students will develop skills for historical analysis.
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Transcription:

Some punctuation has been added; items in brackets have been added for clarification or to
replace ditto marks.

[page 1]

United States of America
Eastern District of Missouri
The President of the United States of America,

To Captain Granger, Commanding at the Arsenal of St. Louis, Missouri, and to any other person
having the custody of Alfred T. Sinker.

Greeting:

You are hereby commanded that you have forthwith the body of Alfred T. Sinker, now detained
and illegally restrained of his liberty by you, as it is said, together with the day and cause of his
caption, detention and restraint, by whatsoever name the said Alfred T. Sinker may be held,
before me, Samuel Treat, District Judge of the United States of the Eastern District of Missouri,
at the Room of the United States District Court for said District, at the Custom House building,
in the City of St. Louis, Missouri, in said District, to do, submit to and receive whatsoever shall
be considered in that behalf concerning the said Alfred T. Sinker; and that you have then and
there this writ.

Witness Samuel Treat, Judge of the District Court of the United States of the Eastern District of
Missouri this twelfth day of September, in the year of our Lord, eighteen hundred and sixty-one.

Samuel Treat
[page 2, column 1]
This original writ was served by Me, Robert McDonald, and the body was delivered at once to
said McDonald to be taken before the within named Judge, without any formal return being
made to the writ.
The prisoner was thereupon discharged and a certificate of his discharge granted.

[page 2, column 2]

United States of America
Eastern District of America

“Habeas Corpus”
under provision of the acts of United States Congress
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The Petition alleges that said Alfred T. Sinker is a minor under sixteen years of age, and was
enlisted without the consent of his parent, guardian or master.

[page 3]

To the Hon. Samuel Treat

Judge of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri
The petition of Edward T. Sinker would most respectfully represent that he is a citizen of the
state of Indiana where he resides—that on or about the 24™ day of August, A.D. 1861, his son
Alfred T. Sinker left his home and went to the city of Cincinnati, state of Ohio, where he enlisted
in the volunteer service of the United States as a soldier in a Military Company at that time
commanded by one Captain Hickson Cooper but at the present time commanded by 1%
Lieutenant J. H. Hollinchied, said company having been removed from the state of Ohio, is now
stationed in the city of St. Louis, Mo at a Military post known as the St. Louis Arsenal owned
and occupied by the United States and under the command and control of one Captain Granger
and by whom the body of petitioner’s son Alfred T. Sinker is now held by virtue of his
enlistment and for no other

[page 4]

cause or reason. Your petitioner further represents that his son is still a minor of tender years,
that he is not yet sixteen years of age, and that his enlistment was entirely without the knowledge
or consent of his parents or guardians, and that said enlistment according to the laws of the
United States is illegal and void. Your petitioner further says that Alfred T. Sinker is his son and
child born in lawful wedlock and owes service and labor to him, as his father & natural guardian
and to no one else, and that he never had any other guardian but his father.

Your petitioner therefore prays your Honor will issue a writ of Habeas Corpus to the said
Captain Granger commanding him to produce the body of Alfred T. Sinker together with the
cause of his detention to the end that said cause may be inquired into and that the said Alfred T.
Sinker may be discharged.

Edward T. Sinker by his attorney R. S. MacDonald
[page 5]

United States of America
District of Missouri

Personally appeared before me the undersigned United States Commissioner for Mo District,
Edward T. Sinker who being by me duly sworn as his oath states that the foregoing petition and
the matters wherein stated and true and correct.
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Edward T. Sinker

Subscribed and Sworn to before me

This 12" day of September 1861
Ben O. Stickman, US Commissioner
Missouri District

United States of America
Eastern District of Missouri
The President of the United States of America,

To Captain Granger, commanding at the Arsenal of St. Louis, Missouri, and to any other
person having the custody of Alfred T. Sinker, Greeting:

You are hereby commanded that you have forthwith the body of Alfred T. Sinker, now
detained and illegally restrained of his liberty by you, as it is said together with the day and cause
of his caption, detention, and restraint, by whatsoever name the said Alfred T. Sinker may be
held, before me, Samuel Treat, District Judge of the United States of the Eastern District of
Missouri, at the room of the United States District Court for said District, at the Custom House
building in the city of St. Louis Missouri, in said District, to do, submit to and receive
whatsoever shall be considered in that behalf concerning the said Alfred T. Sinker, and that you
have then and there this writ.

Witness Samuel Treat, Judge of the District Court of the United States of the Eastern
District of Missouri this twelfth day of September, in the year of our Lord, eighteen hundred and
sixty-one.

Samuel Treat
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