
UNIVERSAL
SUFFRAGE.

To the Senate and House of Representatives:
The undersigned,Women of the United States,respectfullyaskan amendmentof theConstitution that shall

prohibit the severalStatesfrom disfranchisingany of their citizenson the groundof sex,
In making our demandfor Suffrage,wewould call your attention to the fact that werepresent■fteenmillion

people—onehalf the entire populationof the country—~1ntelligent,virtuous, native—bornAmericancitizens; and yet
standoutsidethe paleof political recognition.

The Constitution classesus as “free people,”andcountsus wholepersonsin the basisof representation;and
yet arewe.governedWithout our consent,compelledto pay taxeswithout appeal,and punishedfor violations of law
without choiceof judge or juror.

The experienceof all ages,the Declarationsof the Fathers, the Statute Lawsof our ownday, and the fearful
revolution through which wehavejust passed,all provethe uncertain tenure of life, liberty and property solong as
the ballotathe only weaponof sel■-proteetionwisnot in the hand of everycitizen.

Therefore,as you are.nowamending,rthe Constitution, and, in harmonywith advancingcivilization, placing
new safeguardsround the individual rights of four millions of emancipatedslaves,we ask that you extend the
right of Suffrageto Woman—mtheonly remainingclassof disfranehisedcitizens—andthus ful■l your Constitutional
obligation “to Guaranteg‘to‘ovgryStatein the Union a Republicanform of Government.”

As all partial applicationof Republicanprinciples must ever breed a complicatedlegislation aswell as a
discontentedpeople,wewould pray your HonorableBody, in order to simplify the machineryof governmentand
ensuredomestictranquillity, that you legislatehereafterfor persons,hitizens, taxfpayers,andnot for classor caste.

For justice andequality your petitionerswill everpray.
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