
TO THE CONGRESSOF THE UNITED STATES:

I address you, the Members of the Seventy-Seventh

Congress, at a moment unprecedented in the history of the

Union. I use the word "unprecedented", because at no pre-

vious time has American security been as seriously threatened

from without as it is today.

Since the permanent formation of our government

under the Constitution, in 1789, most of the periods of

crisis in our history have related to our domestic affairs.

Fortunately, only one of these —- the four year War Between

the States -- ever threatened our national unity. Today,

thank God, one hundred and thirty million Americans, in forty-

eight States, have forgotten points of the compass in our

national unity.

It is true that prior to 1914 the United States

often had been disturbed by events in other Continents. We

had even engaged in two wars with European nations and in a

number of undeclared wars in the West Indies, in the Mediterranean

and in the Pacific for the maintenance of American rights and

for the principles of peaceful commerce. In no case, however,

had a serious threat been raised against our national safety

or our independence.

What I seek to convey is the historic truth that

the United States as a nation has at all times maintained

opposition to any attempt to lock us in behind an ancient

Chinese well while the procession of civilization went past.


