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INTRODUCTION

On the 88 rolls of this microfilm publication, M1922, are reproduced investigation
reports, interrogations of business and industrial leaders, and related records of the
External Assets Investigation Section of the Property Control and External Assets
Branch of the Property Division of the Office of Military Government, U.S. Zone
(Germany) [OMGUS], during the period 1945-1949. These records are part of Records
of U.S. Occupation Headquarters, World War 1l, Record Group (RG) 260.

BACKGROUND

The European Theater of Operations (ETOUSA) established the U.S. Group Control
Council for Germany (USGCC) on August 9, 1944. The rapid growth in staff and in
activities due to the changing military situation in Europe, however, required further
redefinition of certain functions and responsibilities. On November 25, 1944, the Repara-
tions, Deliveries, and Restitution; Finance; and Economic Divisions became 3 of the 12
independent divisions set up within the USGCC. The Property Control Branch evolved
from the Reparations, Deliveries, and Restitution Division of the USGCC. The Branch
later became part of the Economic Division and then the Finance Division.

The external assets program had its origin in the Finance Division, G-5 of the U.S.
Forces, European Theater (USFET). The program was formally organized on September
12, 1945, through establishment of the Division of the Investigation of Cartels and
Externals Assets (DICEA), authorized to investigate the existence and scope of German
cartels, syndicates, trusts, and other concentrations of economic power. DICEA’s five
main branches were, for the most part, later consolidated into the External Assets
Branch in the Finance Division.

The Office of Military Government, U.S. Zone (Germany) [OMGUS] became the
successor to the USGCC on October 1, 1945. OMGUS was organized into several
divisions (including Finance and Economic), subdivided by branches and sections that
handled specific realms of administration, oversight, and investigation. In March 1948,
with the dissolution of the Economic and Finance Divisions, the Property Control and
External Assets Branches were transferred to the Property Division. By the end of
March 1948, however, the Property Control and External Assets Branches were merged
to form the Property Control and External Assets Branch with four sections including
the External Assets Investigation Section.

The External Assets Investigation Section was responsible for making all investigations
within the U.S. Zone of occupation in order to develop evidence of German ownership
of property outside of Germany. The Section undertook investigations based on both
captured German records and interrogations of company officials and employees having
knowledge relating to external German corporate assets, as well as persons having
knowledge of specific individuals’ assets held outside of Germany. Investigations were
also made regarding the status of corporate accounts payable and receivable, and related



external claims. The reports generated from investigative actions were sent to various
investigatory sections and branches within OMGUS, as well as the French, British, and
Soviet representatives on the German External Property Commission, as information,
and for suggested disposition and action.

The transition from military to civilian occupation administration was initiated by the
Presidential appointment of the U.S. High Commissioner for Germany (HICOG), who
assumed his duties on September 2, 1949. Upon the termination of the Property
Division on July 1, 1949, the property control functions with respect to the liquidation
of claims devolved in the Central German Property Control Agency in Munich. Its
directorate was composed of the four Land Civilian Agency Heads in the U.S. Zone.
After July 1, 1949, the Military Government, through its Property Group, OMGUS,
and later Property Division, HICOG, provided general supervision of the internal
restitution program. The transition was completed by September 21, 1949, the same
day of the establishment of the Federal Republic of Germany. OMGUS was formally
abolished on December 5, 1949. Civilian occupation administration under the U.S.
High Commissioner for Germany continued until May 5, 1955, when HICOG was
abolished. Most of the OMGUS records, including the records of the External Assets
Investigation Section, were retired to an Army records center in Kansas City until they
were accessioned into the National Archives in the early 1960s.

RECORDS DESCRIPTION

The records reproduced in this microfilm publication consist primarily of investigative
and interrogation reports, and related records compiled and produced by the External
Assets Investigation Section of the Property Division. The records are organized in the
following five series:

General Records Pertaining to External Assets Investigations, 1945-1949 [A1, Entry
421]," is arranged alphabetically by subject. This series consists primarily of affidavits,
cables, correspondence, financial documents, interrogations, military government forms,
memorandums, and reports regarding investigations of German external assets. The
investigations pertain to leading German industrial firms such as Robert Bosch GmbH;
I.G. Farben; Siemens-Halske AG; Vereinigte Stahlwerke AG; and Otto Wolff Co. Also
included are investigations of German banks regarding external assets and investigations
of prominent individuals such as members of the Thyssen family and the Wuerttemberg
royal family. The records include numerous investigative reports concerning repatria-
tions; Suez Canal stock transactions; Spanish Civil War debts; German claims for
assets in Japan; and the Safehaven program, including Swedish and Spanish Safehaven
Accords. Also included is a list of securities and assets of German banks deposited in
the United States as of November 1939; a report prepared by the Finance Division in
1946 regarding German external assets located in the colonies, mandates, and territories

! Textual record series designators usually contist of the series title with a date span, the finding
aids notation, and the Holding Management System (HMS) entry number, shown here in
brackets.



of the French republic and British Empire; and reports and memorandums concerning
the Section’s dealings with the Soviets through 1948.

Reports and Exhibits Relating to Investigations, 1945-1947 [AL, Entry 422], is arranged
alphabetically by subject. This series consists primarily of financial documents, memo-
randums, cables, correspondence, reports, and other records pertaining to investigative
reports contained in the series General Records Pertaining to External Assets Investiga-
tions, 1945-1949, described above. Most of the German financial documents, many
dating back to the 1920s, were exhibits to reports prepared during the course of the
investigations. These reports generally contain statements of the significance of the
documents, occasionally providing English translations, and suggestions as to their
applicability. Also included are reports on the external assets of Hermann Goéring,
Safehaven reports concerning Nazi channels for foreign investment, and Safehaven
reports concerning German-owned or controlled firms in Spain, Portugal, Turkey,
Egypt, the Netherlands, and Sweden.

Interrogations and Reports Pertaining to German Financial Matters, 1945-1946
[A1, Entry 423], is arranged alphabetically by subject. Each interrogation folder contains
a listing of the individuals questioned. The series includes correspondence, reports,
and copies of interrogations primarily pertaining to the financial status of certain Nazi
leaders, including Adolf Hitler, Heinrich Himmler, Hermann Géring, and Walter
Funk. Among the people interrogated were Hermann Gaoring, his wife, his brother, his
sister-in-law, his niece, his private secretary, his nurse, certain subordinates in the Air
Ministry, several art-looting associates, and members of his staff. Also interrogated
were Joachim von Ribbentrop and several other members of the Foreign Office; Walter
Funk, Paul Koerner, and other financial leaders of the Reich; SS (Schutzstaffel) mem-
bers Walter Schellengerg and Karl Wolff; Christa Schroder, Hitler’s secretary; Julius
Schaub; Margarete Himmler, wife of Heinrich Himmler; and Max Amann, director of
Eher Publishing Company, publishers of Mein Kampf. Evaluation reports accompany
the interrogations in several instances.

Informational Reports Prepared by the Ministerial Record Section, 1945-1946 [A1,
Entry 424] is arranged alphanumerically by report number. This series includes reports
with correspondence and copies of financial documents generally pertaining to the iden-
tification of external assets by German individuals and companies before and during
World War I1. These reports were based on original documents of various German
financial agencies, including the Foreign Exchange (Devisenstellen), the Ministry of
Finance (Reichsfinanzministerium), and the Ministry of Economics (Reichswirtschaft-
ministerium). The reports consist generally of photostats of German financial documents,
with significant portions occasionally translated into English, and an accompanying
synopsis and evaluation of the documents by the Ministerial Records Section. Included
at the beginning of the series is a card index arranged alphabetically by name of indi-
vidual or company investigated, which gives the report number, and in many instances
some data concerning the company or individual to which the report refers.

General Intelligence and Investigation Records Pertaining to German External
Assets, 1945-1950 [AL, Entry 425], is arranged alphabetically by subject and thereunder



chronologically. This series consists primarily of cables, correspondence, German
financial documents, laws, lists, legal opinions, memorandums, newspaper clippings,
reports, and other records pertaining primarily to intelligence about and investigation of
the cloaking of German external assets by German individuals and companies. Included
are intelligence and investigative records relating to gold looted by the Nazis, censorship
intercepts, and other records relating to violations of declarations as required by Military
Government Law 53 and Allied Kommandatura BK/O (46) 337. Also included are
records relating to Safehaven activities, including negotiations, agreements, and accords
with approximately 30 countries, primarily Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, the
Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden, and Switzerland.

RELATED RECORDS

Textual Records in the National Archives

GENERAL RECORDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Record Group (RG) 59
Division of Economic Security Controls

Safehaven Country File, 1945-1946 [A1, Entry 369A]

Safehaven Subject File, 1945-1947 [A1, Entry 369B]

RECORDS OF THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI), RG 65
FBI Headquarters Investigative Records; Classified Subject Files
Headquarters Files from Classification 112 (Foreign Funds) Released Under the

Nazi War Crimes and Japanese Imperial Government Disclosure Acts, 1940-1946
[Al, Entry 136AH]

RECORDS OF THE FOREIGN SERVICE POSTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
STATE, RG 84
U.S. Embassies, Legations, Consulates, and Political Advisors
Brazil: Rio de Janeiro Embassy
Safehaven Files, 1944-1948 [UD, Entry 2137]

Portugal: Lisbon Embassy
Records Regarding German External Assets in Portugal, 1947—-1956 [UD, Entry 3138]

Switzerland: American Legation, Bern; Economic Section
Safehaven Subject Files, 1942-1949 [UD, Entry 3221]
Safehaven Name Files, 19421949 [UD, Entry 3223]

Turkey: Ankara Embassy
Safehaven Files, 1945-1948 [UD, Entry 3290]

Inter-Allied Reparations Agency (IARA): U.S. Delegation
Records of James W. Angell, 19461955 [UD, Entry 2113E]

Classified Subject Files Regarding German External Assets, 19461955 [UD, Entry
2113F]

Classified Records Regarding German External Assets, 1946—-1953 [UD, Entry 2113G]
Classified Chronological Files, 19461955 [UD, Entry 2113H]
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RECORDS OF THE FOREIGN ECONOMIC ADMINSTRATION, RG 169
Office of Budget and Administrative Planning
Records Analysis Division

Material on the “Safehaven Project,” 1943-1945 [PI-29, Entry 170]

RECORDS OF U.S. OCCUPATION HEADQUARTERS, WORLD WAR II, RG 260
OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT, U.S. ZONE (Germany) [OMGUS]
Economics Division
Decartelization Branch (held by HICOG)
Printed Material Related to German Industries, 1944—1950 [A1, Entry 238]
Office of Finance Adviser
Financial Intelligence Group
Records Regarding Intelligence and Financial Investigations, 1945-1949
[AL, Entry 574]
Property Division
Property Control & External Assets Branch; U.S. Census Section
General Records of the Section Chief, 1945-1948 [A1, Entry 427]
Hand Tabulations of German External Assets as Disclosed by Declarations Filed
in the Soviet Zone of Germany, 1947 [A1, Entry 428]
Financial Records Relating to I.G. Farbenindustrie Aktingesellschaft, 1946 [A1,
Entry 429]

National Archives Microfilm Publications

M1923, OMGUS Finance Division Records Regarding Investigations and
Interrogations, 1945-1949 (RG 260, 8 rolls)

M1928, Records of the External Assets Branch of the U.S. Allied Commission for
Austria (USACA) Section, 1945-1950 (RG 260, 132 rolls)

M1933, Safehaven Reports of the War Crimes Branch, 1944-1945 (RG 153, 9 rolls)

National Archives Publications

Researchers should also consult Holocaust-Era Assets: A Finding Aid to Records at the
National Archives at College Park, Maryland, compiled by Greg Bradsher (Washington,
DC: National Archives and Records Administration, 1999). This finding aid includes
information on specific areas within military records, such as the War Department and
Occupation records, as well as civilian records, such as those of the State Department,
that contain information on looted assets.

Additional information concerning the Holocaust may be located on our web site at
www.archives.gov.
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Anderson and Company GEPC
ARBED
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Auslands Organization (NSDAP)

Auto Réder- und Felgenfabrik Max Hering AG

Auto Union AG

B. Grimm & Co.

Baetzner, Anna Marie

Bahner (Louis Bahner GmbH GEPC)

Balser, Lucienne

Balthazar Family

Balthazar Family: External Assets Report

Banca d’ltalia: Gold Report

Banco Comercial Antioquefio: Relationship to Adolf Hold and Deutsche
Antioquia Bank

Bank der Deutschen Luftfahrt AG

Bank fur Anlagewerte

Bank International Settlement

Banque Charles

Banque Nationale de Belgique Gold

Bénzinger, Theodor

Basler Feuer (Basler Verskherungs-Gesellschaft Gegen Feuerschaden)

von Baubach, Alice

Bauer & Cie

Bauer, Kurt

Bauersche Giesserei

Baumer, Michael

Baumwollindustrie Erlangen-Bamberg AG

Bausch and Lomb

Bauxit Trust AG

Bayerische Hypnotheken- und Wechselbank

Bayerische Motoren Werke AG

Bayerische Rickversicherung AG

Bayerische Vereinshank

Becker and Haag

Beer Sondheimer & Company
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Berliner, Handels-Gesellschaft
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Best, Josef
Beton- und Monierbau AG
Betzler, Paul
Bicker & Company
Biederlack (Hermann Biederlack & Company)
Bircks (Peter Bircks and Cie)
Balaes (J. Blaes & Company Chemische Fabrik GmbH)
Bocklenberg and Motte
Boden & Haac
Bodisco, Arvid
Boehmer, R. A.
Boehringer & Soehne GmbH: England
Boehringer & Soehne GmbH: Netherlands
Boehringer & Soehne GmbH: Spain
Boehringer & Soehne GmbH: Worbla AG Sale
Boehringer & Soehne: General
Boeker, H. H.

5 Bohle, Ernst Wilhelm
Bohler, Julius
Bohlhoff (Dr.)
Bohme Fettchemie Chemische Fabrik GmbH
Boley, G.
Bomke, Heinrich Otto
Borgers (Johann Borgers KG)
Borgholte, Wilfred
Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): A/B Robo, A/B Bosch, A/B Ladulos,
A/B Lagern



ROLL

5
(cont.)

CONTENTS

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): A/B Tessalia and A/B Planeten

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): A/S Automagnet

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): A/S Magneto

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Ascot Gas Water Heaters Ltd. —
Documents 1-978

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Ascot Gas Water Heaters Ltd. —
Documents 987-1831

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Ascot Gas Water Heaters Ltd. — Reports
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Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): CAV Bosch Ltd.

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Company Histories

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Custody of Records

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Equipo Bosch SA

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Foreign Participation Organization
Charts

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Interrogations

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Notes on Firms

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Pointbleu

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Scintilla AG, Robertina AG, Industria
Kontor AG, Ideal Holding Co.

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Stuttgart

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): Trading With the Enemy Documents

Bosch GmbH (Robert Bosch GmbH): United States Department of Justice

Bottern & Stegemann

Brabender O.H.

Brand, Harry (Also known as Otto Brandel, Hermann Brandel, or Hans Brandt)

Branduerzekering Maatschappij “Holland van 1859”

Braun, Christian

Brauns (Wilhelm Brauns KG)

Brehmer, Gebriider

Bremshey & Co.

Brill, Richard Julius

Brown, Boveri & Co. AG

Bruks Konzern

Brunner, Eberhard

Buderus’sche Eisenwerke AG

Buechner, Robert

Buhrle, Emil Georg

Bullrich-Janssen-Stiftung

Burberg, Ernst

Byk-Guldenwerke Chemische Fabrik

C. & A. Brenninkmeyer
C. Bernhardt & Company
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(cont) Caesar & Loretz KG
Caisse de Retraites des Ouviers Mineurs d’Alsace et de Lorraine
Calmsohn, Kurt
Carl Hamel AG
Carp, Werner
Carstens, Ernst
Centrale Bank voor Spoorwegen
Chemische Fabrik Budenheim AG
Chemische Fabrik von Heyden AG
Chemische Werke Albert
Christiani, Paul
Cine-Engros AG
Claims Against Australian Debtors
Claims Against Belgian Debtors (Reported Apr. 21, 1949)
Claims Against Belgian Debtors (Reported June 1, 1949)
Claims Against Canadian Debtors
Claims Against Danish Debtors
Claims Against India And Ceylon Debtors

8 Claims Against Indian Debtors
Claims Against Spanish Debtors
Clarfeld, Federico
Clauss, Karl and Concordia GmbH
Clemm von Hohenberg, Karl F.
Cohn, Samuel
Colsman & Co.
Colsman, Alfred
Commerzbank
Compagnie Européene de Télécommunications
Continental Fabrica Espanola de Gaucho
Continental Gas-Gesellschaft
Continental Gummi-Werke AG
Continentale Fruchtimport-Gesellschaft Maeder & Co.
Controll Company mbH
Coutinho, Caro & Company KG
Daimler-Benz AG
Dampfschiffahrts-Gesellschaft “Neptun”
Danish and German Insurance Companies
Datz, Pauline Freiderike
Deckel, Friedrich
Deichmann and Company
Demag
Derlien, Antonie
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Deutsch Kleinwagen Werke GmbH
Deutsch-Ostafrikanische Gesellschaft
Deutsch-Ueberseeische Elektricitats Gesellschaft

Deutsche Amerika-Linie GmbH

Deutsche Antioquia Bank

Deutsche Asbestzement AG

Deutsche Atlantische Telegraphengesellschaft (DAT)
Deutsche Auslands Rundfunk Gesellschaft

Deutsche Ausruestungswerke

Deutsche Bank: Alfred Kurzmeyer

Deutsche Bank: General

Deutsche Bank: Powers of Attorney in Turkey
Deutsche Bank: Venezuela

Deutsche Dampfschiffahrts-Gesellschaft “Hansa”
Deutsche Edelstahlwerke AG

Deutsche Effekten und Wechselbank

Deutsche Erdol AG

Deutsche Fanto Mineraldl Industrie GmbH

Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Schéldingsbekdmpfung mbH
Deutsche Gold und Silber Scheideanstalt (Degussa)

Deutsche Gold und Silber Scheideanstalt (Degussa): Report
Deutsche Golddiskont Bank

Deutsche Kabelwerke AG

Deutsche Kalisyndikat GmbH: DKS-Contibank-LaMinera Case
Deutsche Kalisyndikat GmbH: Documents

Deutsche Kalisyndikat GmbH: Evidence Received

Deutsche Kalisyndikat GmbH: Evidence Requests

Deutsche Kalisyndikat GmbH: Foreign Firm Participation
Deutsche Kalisyndikat GmbH: La Fodina SA

Deutsche Kalisyndikat GmbH: Ownership of La Minera SA
Deutsche Kalisyndikat GmbH: Ownership of Sales Companies
Deutsche Kalisyndikat GmbH: Paticipation in NV Continentale Handelsbank
Deutsche Kohlenbdrsten- und Elemente-Fabrik Carbone AG
Deutsche Kohlen-Depot GmbH

Deutsche Landerbank AG

Deutsche Linoleum-Werke AG

Deutsche Lufthansa AG

Deutsche Magnesit AG
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Deutsche Revisions- und Treuhand AG
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Deutsche Treuhandgesellschaft
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Dréagerwerk
Dresdner Bank (Berlin)
Dresdner Bank Gold
Dresdner Bank: Allgemeine Waren-Finanzierungs GmbH
Dresdner Bank: Deutsche Orientbank
Dresdner Bank: Deutsche Stidamerikanische Bank
Dresdner Bank: Landerbank Wein AG (1934-1937)
Dresdner Bank: Landerbank Wein AG (1938)
Dresdner Bank: Landerbank Wein AG (1939-1946)
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Dresdner Gardinen- und Spitzen Manufaktur AG
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Duisberger Kupferhiitte
Dirkoppwerke AG
Dutschke, Gustav F.
Dyckerhoff GmbH (Alfol-Dykerhoff)

13 Dyckerhoff Portland-Zementwerke AG
Dynamit AG
E. T. Gleitsmann
Eberle, Gustav
Eichner, Sigrid
Eickhoff, Gebriider
Eidenschink, Georg Josef
Einhardt & Co.
Ekman, Carl E.
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Elster Companies
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Emil Adolff KG
Engel, Max von
Engelhorn Family
Engelhorn Family: Assets Documentation
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Erholungsheime fur Naturgeméasse Heil- und Lebensweise EV
Erste Asperger Eisschrankfabrik
Essener Steinkohle mbH

14 European Camouflaging Complexes
Eurotank
Ewel & Co.
Exportkreditbank AG
Fabrique d’Aiguilles de Machines a Tricoter SA (FANAR)
Facklam, Herman
Faltermeier, Gretl
Fechter, Franz
Felten & Guilleaume Carlswerk AG
Fenchel, Fred W.
Fend, Gebriuder
Fendel Schiffahrts AG
Ferdinandt, Kurt
Ferrostaal AG: Columbian Claim
Ferrostaal AG: Columbian Claim Report
Ferrostaal AG: Personal Files and Activity in Germany, Europe, and Overseas
Ferrostaal AG: Reports

15 Fink, Max
Finkler, Dittmar
Firchow (Paul Firchow Nachfgr)
Fischer & Rechsteiner
Flash Fasteners Ltd.
Flender (A. Friedr. Flender & Co.)
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Flick, Friedrich
Flohrs (Carl Flohrs GmbH)
Flottmann (Heinrich Flottmann GmbH)
Flourspar (Spain)
Fliga AG (Switerland)
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Ford-Werke AG
Forlagsaktiebolaget Illustra AG
Fortis SA

Franz Eher Nachf GmbH

French and British Colonies: Assets Report
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Freuh, Paul

Friedrich, Paul
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Fuchs, Franz

Fuhrmann & Company NV
Fundicion Tipografica Neufville SA
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Gebroeders Goedhart’s Aannemingsbedrijf NV
Gebruder Haff AG
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Gehe & Co. AG
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Gerl, Max
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German Diplomatic Funds Abroad

German Glass Industry

German Ownership of Austrian Corporations
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German-Spanish Commercial Claims Clearing
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Graff, Jacob
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Gunther & Co.
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