
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 2, 2009 

Dear Mr. Faga: 

Thank you f or your letters o f July 21 regarding the 
Administration's e ffo rt to revi se Executi ve Order 12958, as 
amended (the Order ), in accordance with the principles enunciated 
in the President's May 27 , 2 009 Memorandum. We greatly appre c iate 
the Board's work in soliciting a wide range o f t houghtful public 
comment s about how to re v ise the Order, which have been carefully 
cons idered by the interagency group drafting recommended rev isions 
to the Order. We have also given particular attention to the 
Board 's recommendations regarding the problem of over
c las s ification and the e s tablishment o f a National 
Declassifica tion Center. In order t o pro tec t the confiden tiality 
of the deliberative process r e garding these complex issues, we 
cannot agree t o make draft recommendations f o r a pre s idential 
policy document available f o r public comment. 

I agree that we have an historic opportunity t o re f i ne the 
exi st ing Orde r now and to begin planning a classification sys tem 
of t he future that promotes innovation and deals more e ff ectively 
wi t h the c hallenge of classified digital data. As s oon as we 
complete our rev i si on o f t he e x isting Order , I woul d like to begin 
discussions with t he Board about a more fundamental tra nsfo rmat ion 
of the s e cu r ity c lass ification system. 

We wil l be in t ouch t o arrange such a mee ting wi th the Board this 
fa ll. 

(Ret. ) 

Mr. Mar t i n Faga 
Acting Chair, PI DB 
c /o Information Security Oversight Office 
700 Pennsylvania Ave nue, NW , Roo m 1 00 
Was hington, D. C . 204 08-0001 


