
iHI£A• PEKING APPARENTLY HAS UNDEK WAY A PRO-
GRAM EVELOP PHOTORECONNAISSANCE SATELLIT(S. 

TH£ ~HINES£ HAVE rtAlE AT LEAST FOUR ATTEMPTS 
IN THE PAST YEAR TO BOY EQUIPMENT ANO TECHNOLOGY 
FOR AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY~•, .. ,,. . • ·..· .. · . . . . . . .. 

&I)\;! •''. : • >':: • / THEY HAVE f'URCHASltli E&llIPl!ENT 
5fl~fic'•,/.; .'.CC,'i ' < AN» FILM ~Ii./' •.•• • •• . SOME OF 
r11t c.iilxiirii:NT 'l'HE CHINESE HAVE :ioui;i-lr 11As BEEN oF A 
QUALITY ANP TYPE REQUIRED FOR PHOTORECONNAISSANCE 
FROM SATELLITES. A CH!t<ESE !i\lX'! ... v, .•' ..••• SEEKING 
STEREO PH¢TOGRAPHIC EQUlPl'IENT AND TECHNOLOGY !l!ll(t'> 
!l!ll(f/ ,'.; Y:/ \ REFERRED TO SUCH TECHNOLOGY Ali AN • 

5~f~st~U.!flESfsi~~ic~;~l>'~~~~,~Hi~:'~1~~~~R~~- ~~IL» 
ITS OWN PLANT TO MANUFACTURE AERIAL PH~TOGRAPHIC 
CQUIPMENT. 

CHINA HAS ONE, AND POSSIBLY TWO, LAUNCH VEHI­
CLES THAT COULP oRBIT PHOTOR(CONNAISSA~CE SATELLITES 
BUT HAS NOT YET )E~ONSTRATEJ GUIDANCE ANl> CONTROL 
TECHNOLOGY ADEaUATE FOR SUCH MISSIONS• CHINA'S 
LARGE, »EVCLOPM~NTAL ICBM, THE SCT-1, HAS SUFFICIENT 
THRUST TO PLACE ABOUT S,□o □ POUN»s INTO A 100-NM 
CIRCULAR POLAR ORBIT. SinILAR ORBIT~ WOULD BE SUIT­
ABLE FOR PHOTORECONNAISSANCE, AJ»ING A THIR» STAGE 
TO THE scr-; WOOL» ENABLE IT TO PLACE SEVERAL THOU­
SAND MORE POON»S INTO THE SAME ORBIT. THE VEHICLE 
USED TO LAUNCH CHINA'S TWO SATELLITEt, A THREE-STAGE 
VERSION OF THE css-X-3, MAY 0E CAPABLE OF ORBITING 
SOME TYPES Of RUDIMENTARY PHOTORECONNAISSANCE SAT­
ELLITES, INCLUDING THOSE USED FOR ttAPPING• ANALYSIS 
Of THIS VEHICLE SUGGESTS IT COULD PLACE ABOUT 1,bOO
POUNlS INTO A LOO-NM POLAR ORSIT-

THE CHINESE HAVE C◊NSTRUCTED OVER 30 INSTRUMEN­
TATION FACILITIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRV, SOME OF 
THEM APPARENTLY ~NTEMDEO TO SUPPORT SPACE OPERATIONS. 
NON( OF THE FA,ILlTIES SCEMS TO BE UNIQUELY DE~ICAT£~ 
TO PHOTORECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS, BUT SEVERAL TRACKIN~ 
STATIONS APPROPRIATE FOR SUCH SUPPORT HAVE BEEN 
IllENTIFIF.:», 
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THE PRIMARY MISSION OF CHINA'S RECONNAISSANCE 
SATELLITES WOULJ) BE TO COLLECT MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, 
ESPECIALLY TARGETING AN]) GEOJ)ETIC ])AT.A FOR ITS STRA­c/l~:rss • •• •• • •• • •• • •• 7L.E. FORCE. C(;\•~······.. 
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