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USER: The Soviets are testing a type of sate
ellite whose operations suggest that it bas & mis-
gion of ocesan surveillance.

Two Boviet gatellites fiown during whe past
year--Cosmog 463 a 8§ 516—-periormed vhat
appeared +o be 5 surveillance over selected
ocean and coast the world, Beoth are be-

lieved to have been eguipped with a radar sensox.
The active life of the satellites varied from about

Cosmos 469 and Cosmos 518 were the latest in
a series of eight satelliites that the Soviets have
launched from Tyuratan since December 1987--two of
these failsd to achieve orbit. Until the tws most

‘and thelr opexation in
low eazxth ovbit lasted only about a day ox loas.
These carxliexr €lights are now helieved to have bueen
for research and development tests on tha spacecrafd
subasystans,

The typa of satellite system tested could be
ugeful in locating surface ships at gea because it
can cover large areas of ocean and because its wpadar
sensor can operate during both daylight and darkness.
Although the operation of the matellite thus far is
indicative of an ocean surveillance system, it is
not yet clear that the radar aboard the spacecraft
iz adeguate for this Tole.

g@%
suggests that this sateliite sy
vanced stage of development,s

would be related to iits ability to disoviminate

among different sipges and types of ships and to the
timaliness with which the information could be trans-—
mitted to users.
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The Soviets had an opportunity to test the
system against a large-scale NATO exercise--Strong

Express-~that was conduc
ff the coast of Noxway,

%%%'

30 Sep 72 Central Intelligence Bulletin 4

St






