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i Summary 
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~ ♦ Victor Butt has been the largest supplier of illicit arn1s and air 
ll'I >-
~ § transport services in Sub-Sahail~~A~;esi~1ce the n1id-1990s. 

"' 

: 8 - His abihty-to--a-Hrnet--a-lmge cltente!Mased onlhe[arge scale ofhis 
~ b operation and the breadth of services he provides-:1 , 
o I tC f,-Ll.,J-.,.') v~ ~~ ~.\- >vtL ers ~~-1 \:I 

: o_ * Has 60 aircraft, 200 personnel, facilities in several countries. 

§ >- 1io..~l~ ·. * Brokers sales, delivers armifnj Gn~cints. +- JV\" fUl.. 9 ile.s~ 'haQ,..., 
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\)~,vti;(v - USG attentiori7t~t\,~a~ ~n:¥"bii• ~t.-.lf) Co...+v,}.J~ sc5.JI.~ 
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~},/~.',"", ; * His role in supplying several of Africa's bloodiest military conflicts. µ~~ •"\ uJ C... 
'- .:, ti" 6 fore,..~..._ po_,,~ 

0 "i.-")Q * His flaunting of UN efforts to halt these conflicts through sanctions. o\-c.~G r""- .Jv~ -

• ~ . ....!--~ rv:l>:~1A1'~~n°A1F.; ro.~ ~ ♦ The-sea-le and ftdl-service nature-of-his o- ·on are potential 1<(rtc.tA 

z: vulnerabilities aSW"el-t-a-s-st1~e11gths: · f iw~1 
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~ u J;.,/ -_~~-an__a~c~a~o~eeds secure facilities for his aircraft. "t~~ ), 
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·ndications of Butt's role· {cJ in 1996 
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which has been under an arms embargo since 1993. 

- Butt was flying UNITA anns fro1n Bulgaria yja Kinshasa. 
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O'.J ♦ After Mobt1tu's ouster, fligl1ts via Kinshasa were halted. 
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Support t,o DROC Rebels 

Butt sets up Centrafrican Airlines♦ .__-~~--
Airline registered in CAR; n1ost of the planes are in Kigali, 
Rwanda. 

rtA(cJ f11·ml1ts~· C DROC b 1 . 11~ o '- re e s carrying s1na am1s,._______. 

an1n1uni tion, and troops. 

- Butt acts as a n1ilitary advisor to Rwandans and rebels. 

[- Centrafrican planes a1so noted in Sharjah and Ras a1 Kl1ain1ah. 
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B11tt has been working to deliver 1nilitary 
cargoes_t_o-Liberia, despite an am1s en1bargo on Monroviirv!Cll... isuG-

t4that has been in effect since 1992. 
July 2000, Butt delivered several Mi-8T 1nilitary helicopters and 
associated rockets to Liberian President Taylor. ~ 

~4-.,~ 
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Also in July, Butt and his associates were arranging to ship air 

defense equip1nent, bo111bs, and a1nn1unition to Monrovia. 
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Revolutionary United Front rebels in Sierra Leone. 

SEGRET REL UAE 

https://Ur/4C.ls


r--

u. 

"'O) 

0 
l{) 

'Cl 
C• 
'Cl 
r--

"' Trafficl(ing in Illicit Diamonds 
'"' 
ci 
~ 
(0-.. >-
-
i-: 

l{) o_ ♦ Butt has becon1e a key player in smuggling African
er, 

-. (__)
0

°'-.. 0 dian1onds : 
l{)- I-

0 
0 
0 

::r - Illustrates involvement in a disturbing trend that UN seeks to 
0 

. 
N 

°' 
o_ 

counter by \-Vorking with legiti1nate diamond industry . 
0 >- n.4(c) 
Lu 
:5' CL: 

<:( 
CL: 
co 
f----l 
_J 

z: 
C) 
I-
z: 
f----l 
_J 
(__) 

en 
Cf) 

Lu 
I--.,, 
:..: 
...: 

cr, 
:r: 
µ. 

SECRET REL UAE ..: 
~ 

::;;: 

,~0 

,... 



(WED> 9. 20· 00 l 5: l 9/ST. 15: I 6 NO. 3760635(•:C-t::'.011. IVASHFf-.X 2 I TE 3B 



..., 
,r:
"· 

S~""'{--.:.~ L .,,_-1--,.:1,;\ii:.O ~ /,.,_,,,,,,._, I"'->'>~ 

ID~ <F- ~~ 1?A-f-~ rcc/4_ 

Exploiting Africa's Bloodiest Civil Wars 

♦ Butt's actions in Africa prolong the can1age associated 
with the fighting in Angola, the DROC, and Sierra Leone. 

Since the mid-1990s, the Angolan civil war has resulted in so1ne ~ 
300,000 deaths and displaced 2.3 1nil1ion people. 

- In Sien·a Leone, civil conflict has forced 850,000 people fro1n 
their hon1es; the 1nain rebel group is notorious for torturing and 
1n11tilating civilians- including children. 

- Since 111id- l 998, son1e 6,000 co1nbatants have been killed in the 
DROC and 1.6 million people have been made hon1eless. 

V' 

- Butt has anned combatants in Angola , DROC, Liberia, and Sierra 
Leone· trans orted troops to the front in the DROC· · {cJ 
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♦ UAE facilities are the 1nost important. -
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Size of Bt1tt' s Organization: 
A Vulnerability and a Strength 

♦ Operates about 60 aircraft, 111aybe n1ore 

♦ Has at least 200 employees 

~rati1-rg-a-oot1t-ltalf-a-d-ozeirfirms

- Les-s-er.f-license-to-operate-there-wo·utd-be--a-er-ipr,1-i-B-g-0J-0w~ 
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nlikely To Withstand Official Scrutiny \J 0 ~ 

) ♦ Aircraft registration often acquired by bribery/ 0 ~ 1>Mil
- iw-/Butt in 1997 bribed a Sv.;azi CAA official for a license and to

register 50 aircraft. .. license and registrations revoked in 1998 0 r Wi;
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+ Main Firms 
Transavia Travel and Cargo 

Air Cess 

Centrafrican Airlines 

San Air General Tradjng 
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