
cation.  The Liberian Exodus Associa-
tion had big plans for the mass emi-
gration to Africa, hoping that after this 
first voyage, they could sell more 
shares in the company to buy a 
steamship.  With this steamship, the 
Joint Stock Company would establish 
a port in Monrovia where groups of 
emigrants would be taken once a 
month for the next forty-seven years.  
During that time, over 160,000 emi-
grants would leave the United States 
to go to Africa.  However, the Liberian 
Exodus Association soon went out of 
business, and this dream was never 
realized.  

grants were coming, so many found themselves 
without shelter or food, until they could purchase 
such themselves.  The new emigrants only had 
enough provisions for about three weeks.  They 

had been originally promised 
enough for six months, but as 
the voyage of the Azor contin-
ued, the supplies of the pas-
sengers were severely de-
pleted.  According to the re-
ceipt of an emigrant’s pur-
chased shares from the Joint 
Stock Company, he was given 
the same amount of supplies 
for his family of six, as an-
other emigrant who had only 
a spouse to support.  Some 
people actually started out 
worse than before, because 
of the Joint Stock’s careless-
ness in the appropriation of 
funds.  

The natives of Monrovia were 
welcoming to the emigrants, 

offering to temporarily provide food and a place 
to live until the emigrants could establish a home 
in this new place.  The emigrants spoke with the 
natives on farming and the possibilities of crops 
in Monrovia.  They were soon surprised to learn 

The Bark Azor left Charleston on April 
21st 1878 with a crew of fourteen men 
and women and 260 passengers under 
the direction of Captain Edmund W. 
Holmes.  They had some un-
expected trouble, as many 
stowaways could not pay for 
passage or could not wait for 
the next trip and had to be 
escorted off the Azor.   When 
the Azor was finally able to 
begin her voyage to Monrovia, 
the passage took a total of 
42 days.  The Azor was forced 
to make an unexpected stop 
in Sierra Leone before land-
ing in Monrovia as the pas-
sengers had run out of provi-
sions, and measles and fever 
were rampant on the ship.  As 
many as 24 people died on 
the journey before the ship 
made port in Monrovia be-
cause of these outbreaks.     

When the Azor did finally make port on 
June 3rd in Monrovia, the emigrants were 
not greeted with the celebration they had 
been promised.  The Monrovian govern-
ment seemed unaware that the emi-

T H E  B A R Q U E  ( B A R K )  A Z O R  
The Barque (Bark) Azor is most fa-
mously known for her maiden voyage 
when she carried 260 African American 
emigrants to Monrovia, Liberia, from 
Charleston, South Carolina, for resettle-
ment.  The Azor’s home port was in 
Boston, and she was originally owned 
by Dabney & Cunningham—a prominent 
shipping company started about 1849.   

The Azor was purchased in 1878 by the 
Liberian Exodus Joint Stock Steamship 
Company.  She left Boston for Charles-
ton, South Carolina with provisions 
where she would then take a group of 
emigrants to Monrovia, Liberia for relo-

The Maiden Voyage 
that most of the crops they had grown in 
the United States—such as beets and 
corn—had never been planted in Liberia.  
Many emigrants claimed the crops would 
be successful with the right leadership 
and ambition, and many dreamed of pros-
perous farms in their new home.  

On June 17th the Azor embarked from 
Monrovia for its return trip back to 
Charleston, leaving the emigrants behind 
to start a new life in Monrovia, all the 
while clinging to the dream that was Af-
rica.  The Azor ended her maiden voyage 
to Africa on July 24th landing once again in 
Charleston.   

The images on this page are from the 
Records of the U. S. Customs Office, Na-
tional Archives—Southeast Region 
(Atlanta). 
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