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Introduction

A teacher wrote a note to us through the Education Mailbox in NARA’s Digital Classroom, saying:  “I found your web site today, and it’s marvelous…I look forward to future additions.  In this case, more is definitely better.”

And from another teacher:  “It has always been very hard for my students to track down primary sources as we live 5 hours from the nearest large university.  This will be a wonderful asset for us this year.”

And from a different type of educator:  “I homeschool as well as teach at a university, and I must say this is one of the most useful sites I have found in several years of being on the web!”

And this request came from a professor in Munich, Germany: “I think the classroom project about the Zimmermann Telegram is great!!   I am preparing a course on cryptography…and would like to use two jpg pictures of the coded and decoded telegram in my viewgraphs and handouts.”  He was referring to the unit in the Digital Classroom, featuring the telegram sent from Germany to Mexico in January 1917, offering United States’ territory to Mexico in return for their joining the German cause in World War I; as you may recall, the telegram was deciphered by British cryptographers, which resulted in the United States being drawn into the war - 

These and other e-mail messages are delivered each day to the Education Mailbox. They bring requests for information about educational programs, topics for future publications, and comments like these on how the National Archives is doing in providing web-based materials for the educational community. 

The Digital Classroom is an extension of  NARA’s long-time teaching with documents program which was pioneered by education specialists in 1975, at a time when few were teaching with primary sources. 
· For 25 years now, education staff have been working in partnership with schools—first at the high-school level and then at the middle school and college/university levels—to provide engaging and teachable document-based materials, as well as instruction in how to research archival materials and use active-learning techniques to bring documents to life for students in the classroom.  Since the mid-1990s, the Digital Classroom has played a significant role in informing teachers and students about our nation’s federal documentary heritage.  In FY00, the Digital Classroom received hundreds of thousands of external hits each month, for a total of three million+ visits.

· Let’s take a closer (but brief) look now at the Digital Classroom.  You will find a link to it on NARA’s home page at http://www.archives.gov/  

The Digital Classroom is divided into four main sections; with links to other NARA sites and partners of interest to educators; and, at the bottom, the Education Mailbox.
· Primary Sources and Activities  [1st section]

· Here you will find document-based topical units developed by NARA education specialists that span our nation’s history and can be dropped into the curriculum as teachers move throughout the year; correlated to both national history and other academic standards and suggest cross-curricular connections [e.g., FDR’s Supreme Court-packing case of 1937 - 
· Each unit has three parts:

· Historical background material to provide context for studying the documents

· 1 or more facsimile documents in variety of media selected from NARA’s nationwide holdings for their appeal, teachability, and ease of use.  Documents must be interesting, legible, and able to be printed out/copied onto 8-1/2”x11” paper for student use/instructor overheads.  Virtually every document selected for the Digital Classroom is in the public domain [because they are federal records], which makes it particularly attractive/versatile for classroom use.

· Teaching activities that progress from the simple to the complex and utilize active-learning techniques to sharpen students’ critical thinking skills and enthusiasm for history.  Geared to the secondary level but can be easily adapted for other levels.   

· To help students learn how to read/interpret documents, NARA staff developed a series of document analysis worksheets (based on medium) for use with the lessons.  By working through the sheets, students learn not only to gather and interpret factual information, but to identify points of view, bias, contradictions, and limitations; and to evaluate the reliability and validity of sources and ideas. 

· Units also allow for different learning styles [such as those described by Howard Gardner in his Theory of Multiple Intelligences— he has identified 8 types, including linguistic, logical, spatial, musical etc.]  

· So teaching activities might require students to prepare a written analysis, draw a map, compose a poem, present a play.  Sometimes they are directed to work alone; other times in groups. 

· The education staff also takes special care in writing the metadata that accompanies each unit in order to increase the probability that web search engines will be able to locate Digital Classroom materials.
· General and National History Day Research [2nd section]

· Gives beginning researchers a general introduction to how to do research at NARA and an opportunity to use the Web site for conducting online research. 

· Especially helpful to the more than 500,000 National History Day competition students seeking primary sources relating to the annual theme [2001 – focus on Frontiers in History  
· Each year the education staff partners with staff in NARA’s regional archives and Presidential libraries across the country to create this common access point to ideas for topics and archival records appropriate for student research—just one aspect of NARA’s collaboration with the NHD program.

· Publications [3rd section]
· Description of educational resources and ordering information

· Professional Development [4th section] 
· Teachers have numerous responsibilities and training needs.  Education specialists conduct workshops throughout the year for teachers on NARA/holdings; as well as ways to conduct archival research, create classroom materials from historical records, and use active learning techniques in their teaching.   

· While some instruction takes place in NARA facilities, most workshops are conducted at national and regional professional meetings throughout the country [here you can learn what workshops are being offered in various locations].

· To extend NARA’s reach, education specialists recently began offering workshops for both teachers and students via videoconferencing [you will note that information about topics, technical requirements, and registration procedures can be accessed here].

· The Digital Classroom also provides links to other educational pages available at NARA’s web site:  Online Exhibit Hall; Truman  Library’s Project Whistlestop; and Hoover Library’s Just for Kids page.   NAIL searches can be done to find other digitized images.  
As you would expect, The Digital Classroom has evolved over time:

· In 1995 the site simply provided information on publications and workshops
· Next came the posting of  several documentary units that had been previously published in paper format 
· This was followed by the development of document-based projects specifically for the Digital Classroom—mostly related to commemorations and anniversaries (e.g., Amistad case, 75th anniversary of woman suffrage, Jackie Robinson’s breaking of the color barrier 50 years ago). 
· Then came the all-important step of forming partnerships to enable NARA to extend its reach by leveraging its online resources.  This was a natural step for the education staff to take because they had been collaborating with a wide variety of partners since 1975—ranging from the National Park Service to the Sunday Mini Page—to produce an even greater number of publications and educational programs for teachers by capitalizing on each organization’s strengths.

With the development of technology partnerships:

· NARA participated in organizations, such as the National Cultural Institutions Technology Roundtable (incl. Library of Congress, Smithsonian, Kennedy Center et al.), who, among other projects, joined forces in 1997 to provide historical materials about presidential inaugurations for linking both to/from a special Celebrate Democracy web site created by the Kennedy Center in conjunction with Clinton’s second inauguration (e.g., the Inaugural Quiz/Electoral College - 

· As a result of partnerships, education specialists have served as keynote speakers and instructors at technology conferences, such as the Stanford Institute for Educational Leadership through Technology 

· The education staff was able to create a Constitution Community project, which was funded by a $47,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Education and the Government Information Technology Services Board Innovation Fund.  The Constitution Community was established as a partnership between NARA education specialists and 9 classroom teachers from across the country who, during the 1998-99 school year, developed 35 educational units relating to constitutional issues for the Digital Classroom, using images of documents digitized by NARA’s Electronic Access Project for NARA’s Archival Information Locator database 

These online lessons are featured, along with resources from more than 35 other federal agencies, on the Federal Resources for Educational Excellence web site (FREE) and can be accessed through FREE’s search engine.  The FREE web site, which is the most frequently visited site on the Department of Education’s server, was created in response to President Clinton’s memo in 1997 directing federal agenices to enrich the internet as a tool for teaching and learning.  [a link has been provided from the Digital Classroom – www.ed.gov/free]   

· Digital Classroom materials can also be accessed through EDSITEment, the National Endowment for the Humanities’ web site which offers a gateway to students, teachers, and parents searching for high-quality educational materials online [linked from Digital Classroom page].  The Digital Classroom was selected by NEH, in partnership with the MCI WorldCom Foundation and the Council for Great City Schools, in 1997 as one of the Internet’s 20 Best Humanities web sites and then linked to EDSITEment.  Since that time, 82 sites have been added to enhance this resource. [http://edsitement.neh.gov]  

· The Constitution Community units in NARA’s Digital Classroom can also be accessed through the Gateway to Education Materials (GEM), a consortium effort sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education’s National Library of Education to provide the nation’s teachers with one-stop, any-stop access to educational resources on the internet. These units were required to be coded with special GEM metadata tags in order for the GEM search engine to be able to fully access them. [www.thegateway.org]

· And not least of all the partnerships (though informal) is this - more than 3000 web sites have elected to link to the Digital Classroom.

NARA benefits greatly by being able to leverage its online educational assets in these many different ways.  

Conclusion

As you have heard, The Digital Classroom has received its share of high-profile recognition in just a few short years for its contribution to education—from selection for EDSITEment to being highlighted by Yahoo as a Pick of the Day, or named by Education World as one of the 20 best web sites in the country for grades 6-12, or identified as a best resource on the Internet by the Scout Report.  But it is simple e-mails like the one I close with now that suggest even further what the full impact might be.  It reads:

“My son and I have this contest going on…Each day we try to send the other a really special or unique site…. It’s sort of our commitment to lifelong learning (I’m 64 and he’s 40).  Today he sent me the Digital Classroom site.  I must write to tell you how absolutely marvelous it is to see the things that you offer.  What a golden opportunity for people to learn...  Signed, a history major from the University of California, Berkeley.”  

It is our hope at NARA that, whether you log on to the National Archives’ site or other web pages of interest, you will find it to be a rich educational experience. 
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