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David W. Jackson to Discuss Changing Times:  
Kansas City’s LGBTQIA History 

 
On Wednesday, October 11 at 6:30 p.m., the National Archives at Kansas City will host 
David W. Jackson, author of Changing Times: Almanac and Digest of Kansas City’s LGBTQIA 
History for a discussion of Kansas City’s lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender history. A free 
light reception will precede the program at 6:00 p.m.   

A question, “Where did the 
modern day gay rights 
movement begin?” Did you 
answer, “New York City, 
with the Stonewall Riots in 
1969?” It actually began in 
Kansas City, Missouri, three 
years earlier. Local 
historian and author, David 
W. Jackson, will retrace a 
colorful, yet mostly 
unknown history of a 
segment of Kansas City’s 
minority communities. His 
newest book, Changing 
Times: Almanac and Digest 
of Kansas City’s LGBTQIA 
History, presents a 
captivating timeline from 
1821 to the present that 
may give readers a new 
appreciation for the 
struggles of countless 
fellow Kansas Citians over 
the last 200 years. 
Jackson’s research over the 
last decade has culminated 
in this new 400+ page 

book that also includes feature articles on singular topics of relevance to the LGBTQIA 
communities. Perhaps the most popular section of Changing Times is Jackson’s detailed 
census of more than 150 LGBTQIA sites in the Kansas City area from the 1930s to today.  
 
The month of October is LGBT History Month as it is celebrated each year to coincide with 
National Coming Out Day on October 11. The National Archives has begun to identify, 
describe, and digitize hundreds of items in its holdings on LGBTQ-related topics. This 
webpage will provide quick access to digitized items and descriptions of records not yet 
scanned but available to researchers https://lgbtqarchives.tumblr.com/ 
 
Copies of Jackson’s books will be available for purchase and signing. Reservations are 
requested for this free program by calling 816-268-8010 or emailing 
kansascity.educate@nara.gov. Requests for ADA accommodations must be submitted five 
business days prior to events. 
 

 

https://lgbtqarchives.tumblr.com/
mailto:kansascity.educate@nara.gov


Are you connected to the National Archives at Kansas City? 
 

Recently the National Archives at Kansas City added a new social media account. Find and follow us on 
Instagram at: kansascity.archives. As a reminder we encourage our patrons to use electronic mail and social 
media to connect with us. Our Facebook address is www.facebook.com/nationalarchiveskansascity. In 
addition, you can tweet us via Twitter @KCArchives or #KCArchives.  
 
All information about upcoming events and programs is emailed to patrons through our electronic mailing list. 
If we do not have your eddress on file, please send an email with your preferred eddress to 
kansascity.educate@nara.gov or call 816-268-8000. By providing your eddress, you grant the National 
Archives at Kansas City permission to send you information about special events, and 
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National Archives to Host Virtual Genealogy Fair on Wednesday, October 25 

On Wednesday, October 25, the National Archives will host the fifth virtual Genealogy Fair via webcast. Viewers can 
participate with the presenters and other family historians during the live event on YouTube. All of the session videos 
and handouts will be available from this web page free of charge. You 

can watch the sessions and download the materials at your convenience.  

The National Archives holds the permanently valuable records of the 
Federal government. These include records of interest to genealogists, such 
as pension files, ship passenger lists, census and Freedmen’s Bureau 
materials. For information on National Archives holdings 

see www.archives.gov. 

Live captioning will be available online. If you require an alternative or 
additional accommodation for an event (such as a sign-language 
interpreter), please send an email to KYR@nara.gov or call 202-357-

5260 in advance.  

A schedule of the events are below. All times below are Eastern Standard 
Time. For more information visit archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair  
 
10:00 a.m. - Welcome Remarks from the Archivist of the United States, 
David S. Ferriero 
 
10:05 a.m. - Taking Care of Your Family Heirlooms, Kate Smith, National 
Archives at College Park, MD 
 
11:00 a.m. - 19th Century Ancestors in Tax Assessment Records, Elise Fariello, National Archives at Chicago, IL 
 
12:00 p.m. - From the Cradle to the Grave: Birth, Childhood, and Death in the National Archives at St. Louis, Daria 
Labinsky and Cara Moore, National Archives at St. Louis, MO 
 
1:00 p.m. - A is for Archives, B is for Burn File: Accessing Burned Records at the National Archives at St. Louis, Ashley Cox, 
National Archives at St. Louis, MO 
 
2:00 p.m. - Locating the Relocated: Deciphering Electronic Records on Japanese Americans Interned During World War II, 
John LeGloahex and Jana Leighton, National Archives at College Park, MD 
 
3:00 p.m. - Beyond the War Relocation Administration: Finding Japanese Relocatees in Other Records, Gwen Granados, 
National Archives at Riverside, CA 
 
4:00 p.m. - Closing Remarks from the Executive for Research Services, Ann Cummings 

http://www.facebook.com/nationalarchiveskansascity
mailto:kansascity.educate@nara.gov
https://www.archives.gov/
mailto:KYR@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair


 

2017-2018 Film Series Continues with American Jazz Museum and the  
Greater Kansas City Black History Study Group  

 

The National Archives at Kansas City, in collaboration with the American Jazz Museum and the Greater Kansas City 
Black History Study Group, will offer a free film series (monthly) continuing through May 2018. All film programs are 
free to attend. A free light reception will precede each film at 6:00 p.m. Film start time is 6:30 p.m.  
 

Thursday, October 19 at the National Archives at Kansas City 
August Wilson: The Ground on Which I Stand (2015)  
The first documentary about the Tony-and Pulitzer-winning playwright August Wilson is a co-production of the PBS 
American Masters series and WQED. Unprecedented access to Wilson’s theatrical archives, rarely seen interviews and 
new dramatic readings bring to life his seminal 10-play cycle chronicling each decade of the 20th-century African-
American experience, including the Tony Award- and Pulitzer Prize-winning Fences and Pulitzer Prize-winning The Piano 
Lesson. Film and theater luminaries including Viola Davis, Charles Dutton, Laurence Fishburne, James Earl Jones, Suzan-
Lori Parks and Phylicia Rashad share their stories of the career and life-changing experience of bringing Wilson’s rich 
theatrical voice to the stage. Wilson’s sister Freda Ellis, his widow and costume designer Constanza Romero, as well as 
friends, colleagues and scholars trace Wilson’s influences, creative evolution, triumphs, struggles and quest for cultural 
determinism before his untimely death from liver cancer. Post-film discussion will be led by Dr. Nicole Hodges Persley, 
associate professor at the University of Kansas.  
 

Reservations are requested for this free film by calling 816-268-8010 or emailing kansascity.educate@nara.gov. 
Requests for ADA accommodations must be submitted five business days prior to events. 
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National Archives and American Public Square to Offer Political Panel  
Discussion at National World War I Museum and Memorial 

 
American Public Square and the National Archives present an evening of civil discourse about American party politics. 
Panelists from both sides of the aisle will consider the fate of the American two-party system. What role will American 
political parties play? What will they look like? Are independents the future? This free panel discussion will take place 
at the National World War I Museum and Memorial on Monday, October 16 at 6:00 p.m. To learn more and register 
visit American Public Square.  
 
The panel includes Howard Dean (Former DNC Chairman; Founder, Democracy for America), Danny Diaz (Former 
Campaign Manager for Jeb 
Bush’s Presidential Campaign; 
Founding partner at FP1 
Strategies), Greg Orman 
(Businessman and Independent 
candidate from Kansas for the 
U.S. Senate in 2014), Jacqueline 
Salit (IndependentVoting. org; 
Former Campaign Manager for 
Michael Bloomberg’s three 
campaigns for NYC Mayor), and 
Beth Miller Vonnahme 
(Associate Professor of Political 
Science, University of Missouri-
Kansas City). Allan Katz (United 
States Ambassador to Portugal 
(2010-2013); University of Missouri Kansas City Distinguished Professor; Founder of American Public Square) will 
moderate the event, and Nick Haines (Executive Producer, KCPT) will act as the “roving reporter,” presenting questions 
from the audience.   
 
This event is sponsored by The McLarney Family Foundation, Cyprienne Simchowitz & Jerry White, and Dentons Law 
Firm, in partnership with The National WWI Museum and Memorial, Harry S. Truman Library and Museum, Truman 
Library Institute, National Archives at Kansas City, The Kansas City Star, and the Harry S. Truman Center at UMKC. 

 

http://archives.gov/kansas-city/press/2015/kansascity.educate@nara.gov
http://americanpublicsquare.org/future-political-parties/
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Hidden Treasures from the Stacks 
The Leavenworth School of Revolutionary Thought 

Editorial note: In 2017, the United States will commemorate the 100th anniversary of its involvement in World War I, 
known as the Great War. Throughout 2017, in each issue of this monthly newsletter, the National Archives at Kanas City 
will highlight materials from our holdings that illustrate various aspects of the war - either on the home front or abroad. 
 
A few months after the United States joined World War I on April 6, 1917, Congress passed two laws: the 
Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition Act of 1918.  
 
The Espionage Act was passed on June 15, 1917. The intent of the law was to “prevent interference with military 
operations or recruitment, to prevent insubordination in the military, and to prevent the support of U.S. enemies 
during wartime.” It also gave the Postmaster General the authority to refuse to mail and/or confiscate any 
newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, or book that he believed was in violation of the law.  
 
Shortly after the Espionage Act was enacted, the Sedition Act of 1918 was passed by lawmakers. The Sedition Act 
was a set of amendments to the Espionage Act that made any public expression opposing the war illegal. This 
included “any disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or abusive language” about the American involvement in the war, 
including speech, films, pamphlets, and newspapers.  
 
These laws, while important to the national security of the United States, were often used to suppress opposition of 
dissenters of the more “radical” populace. One such group was a tenant farmers organization in Oklahoma named 
the Working Class Union. They published a manifesto in a local paper which elicited a very strong reaction to 
conscription. One statement in particular summed up their views: 
 

Now is the time to rebel against this war with Germany, boys. Boys, get together and don’t go. Rich man’s war. 
Poor man’s fight. The war is over if you don’t go and J. P. Morgan & Co. is lost. Their great speculation is the 
only cause of the war. 
 

There were many people from all walks of life who were prosecuted and convicted under these laws. Most, if not all, 
considered themselves political prisoners. Some notable figures sent to Leavenworth Penitentiary were: 
 
 Victor Berger: a founding member of the Social Democratic Party of America who was elected as the first 

Socialist elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. 
 Tark Nath Das: the founder of the Ghadar Party in India and a leader of the U.S. Ghadar movement. 
 Allen Strong Broms: a railroad engineer, Socialist, and member of the Industrial Workers of the World (a.k.a. 

Wobblies). 
 Carl Haessler: was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University and had a Ph.D. in philosophy; had been an instructor 

at the University of Illinois-Urbana until he was dismissed for being vocal about his opposition to the war; was 
acknowledged to be the leader of the objectors in Leavenworth. 

 Earl Browder: a prominent member of the Communist Party of the USA and the Wobblies. 
 George Andreychine: a Bulgarian Socialist, trade unionist, editor, and member of the Wobblies. 
 Ricardo Magon: a social activist and anarchist; was one of the key figures who helped begin the movement 

behind the Mexican Revolution. 
 Ralph Chaplin: an artist, writer, and member of the Wobblies. 
 Carl Ahlteen: a Swedish writer and member of the Wobblies. 
 Rube Munson: a tenant farmer and member of the Working Class Union. 
 Jacob Frohwerk: a newspaper editor. 
 Ben Fletcher: a longshoreman and one of the most important African-Americans in the Wobblies. 

 
So what happens when you put these socialists, communists, activists, Wobblies, conscientious objectors, radical labor 
union members, anarchists, militants, and revolutionary figures together in one place? You get an unexpected 
surprise.  
 
 
(Continued on page 7.) 
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Above: New Era Newspaper. National Archives at Kansas City, Record Group 129, Records of the Bureau of Prisons, U.S. 
Penitentiary, Leavenworth; February 13, 1920. National Archives Identifier 569656. 



Above: List of Industrial Workers of the World (Wobblies) Inmates. National Archives at Kansas City, Record Group 129, 
Records of the Bureau of Prisons, U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Inmate Case Files, 1895-1952; Inmate Case File for Ralph 
Chaplin #13104. National Archives Identifier 571125. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION: The National Archives is open Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Closed on weekends and Federal holidays. Hours are subject to change due to 
special programs and weather. The National Archives is located at 400 West Pershing Road, 
Kansas City, Missouri, 64108.  
 
The National Archives at Kansas City is home to historical records dating from the 1820s to the 
1990s created or received by Federal agencies in Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota.  For more information, call 816-268-8000, email 
kansascity.educate@nara.gov or visit www.archives.gov/kansas-city. Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/nationalarchiveskansascity. Tweet us @KCArchives or #KCArchives. Find 
and follow us on Instagram at: kansascity.archives.  
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(Continued from page 4.) 
 
Between 1917 and 1922, Leavenworth Penitentiary was transformed into what some called the “U.S. Revolutionary 
Training Institute” or the “Little Siberia of America.” It developed into a place to organize, practice, and learn new 
ideas and tactics that could be used in the fight against the war and the government. Many inmates were 
interested in sharing their knowledge and experiences with others. These intellectual discussions and activities 
became the basis for instruction in this revolutionary night school. An example of some of these classes were: 
 
 Efficiency in Propaganda 
 Sociology and Political Economy 
 Philosophy 
 Pragmatism 
 Marxian Economics 
 Logic 
 Russian Revolution and the Bolsheviks 
 Indian Vedanta Philosophy 

 
Prisoners also wrote and edited a prison newspaper 
titled Leavenworth New Era. Inmates contributed writings 
about prison news, book reviews, poetry, and various 
revolutionary subjects.  
 
Inmates also maintained a library of radical books and 
magazines. One of the inmates, Tark Nath Das, 
introduced the Dewey Decimal System to the library 
and catalogued its holdings. Books and magazines were 
obtained by legal and underground channels. Some 
books which were restricted by the prison warden were 
smuggled into the prison and rebound by the prisoners 
in the print shop. So a book that looked like an ordinary 
bible would actually be a rebound copy of The 
Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. 
 
Besides classes and discussions in radical thought, inmates participated in activities which promoted the skill of 
agitation and technique of rebellion. Strikes were initiated. There were symposiums on social, economic, and 
industrial movements of the day. Revolutionary events such as May Day, the anniversary of the Russian Revolution, 
and the birthday of Karl Marx were observed. The inmates found comradeship with others who held similar beliefs 
and ideas.  
 
By 1920, most prisoners sentenced under the Espionage Act were released. The Sedition Act was repealed in 
1921, but a major portion of the Espionage Act is still in effect today. Upon the release of these inmates, the 
“Leavenworth School of Revolutionary Thought” folded and is no longer in existence. For more information about 

these and other records from RG 129, Records of the Bureau of Prisons, please visit the National Archives Catalog.  

 

Above: Ralph Chaplin #13104 Mugshot. National Archives at 
Kansas City, Record Group 129, Records of the Bureau of Prisons, 
U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Inmate Case Files, 1895-1952; 
Inmate Case File for Ralph Chaplin #13104. National Archives 
Identifier 571125. 

mailto:kansascity.educate@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city
http://www.facebook.com/nationalarchiveskansascity
http://archives.gov/research/catalog/

